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A good test of the spiritual temperature of a 
prayer-meeting is the number of prayers offered in 
comparison with the littlespeeches made. Where peo- 
ple value prayer, and feel its need, and want to pray 
—they pray. Where people think that prayer is a 
good thing, and that there ought to be more of it, 
and that it is a good thing to talk about—they talk. 
It is a hopeful sign when everybody in a prayer- 
meeting is ready to pray. It is not so hopeful when 
everybody is urging everybody else to pray. The 
week of prayer, or the week of éa/:—which was it? 
—has registered the spiritual temperature in many 
a prayer-meeting. 


The increasing desire to commemorate joyfully the 
Lord’s resurrection is so evident in Sunday-schools 
of all denominations that we were not surprised to 
find our Easter articles of last year so cordially 
welcomed by the majority of readers. And now 
The Watchman (Baptist), of Boston, urges that 
there is great danger of “ exalting the observance of 
Christmas at the expense of and to the exclusion of 
the proper observance of Easter.” Christ himself, 
it finds, and also apostles, constantly emphasized 
the passion, crucifixion, and resurrection, but 
were silent concerning the Saviour's birth. The 
early church used to call Easter the “queen feast” 








of the whole Christian year. And that the resur- 
rection is the central fact of Christian history is 
proved by St. Paul’s words: “If Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain.” Indeed, every Sunday is a weekly Easter. 

“One trouble in our town,” said a New England 
farmer who was lamenting the loss of a neighbor 
to whom he had long looked up, and whom he had 
been always ready to follow—‘one trouble in our 
town is, that leading-men always die off.” And 
that 7s a trouble almost anywhere. The fact is 
there are not a great many “ leading-men” in any 
community. “There are many echoes, but few 
voices, in the world.” Most men want to follow— 
not to lead. Whoever will lead shall have fol- 
lowers. And if a man will neither lead nor go on 
by himeelf, he will fiad that those whom he would 
follow will fail him sooner or later; “leading men 
always die off.” The better way, after all, is to find 
out what is right and do it—do it independently 
and fearlessly ; to learn the path of duty and walk 
in it—walk in it without waiting to see if any lead- 
ing man is just ahead of you. ‘“ Therefore, be thou 
strong, and show thyself a man.” 


The religious tramp has received such attention 
from vigorous writers, of late, that people who 
wander from church to church, in search of the 
most sensational preacher or the most flattering per- 
sonal attentions, are becoming a little ashamed of 
themselves, and see the advantage of a regular 
church table in distinction from cold victuals at the 
door. But while the religious tramp has no good 
right to exist, the religious surveyor is a different 
personage. When a man removes from one city to 
another, or to a different part of the same city, he 
ought to use a certain caution in the choice of a 
church home. It does not necessarily follow that 
the nearest church, even of his own denomination, 
should instantly be selected, though of course it 
deserves the first examination. One man may be 
able to work better in one church, another in 
another ; and churches are not exempt from the rule 
that a round peg belongs to a round hole. 


One thing is plain. If an editor doesn’t know the 
difference between himself and his newspaper he has 
something to learn before he is qualified for his 
position; for no man is likely to fill his place intel- 
ligently until he knows what his place is. The 
absurd misuse of the term “we” by editors of 
religious papers is one of the hindrances to progress 
in religious journalism. One paper speaks of “our 
book of travels’ when it means its editor’s book of 
personal travel. A second tells of an eloquent 
preacher whom “ we went to hear last Sunday night,” 
whereas the paper didn’t go to church at that time 
or any other. Yet a third gravely informs its 
readers that “we are glad to be again at our post, 
after an absence of several weeks,” although its 
issue had not been intermitted, but this was merely 
the editor’s mode of saying that he had been off ona 
journey and was now at home again—like the clown 
pitching a back somersault into the circus ring with 
“Here we are again!” So confusing has this thing 
become, that a new lady editor declares that she 
intends to always say “I,” when she speaks through 
her paper. A newspaper ought to have’a character 








of its own, and opinions of its own, so that whoever 
writes in its editorial columns shall speak for that 
paper rather than for himself or herself person- 
ally. But where a paper lacks a character, it is un- 
doubtedly better for its editor to say “I” than 
“we” when he or she wants to give an expression to 
personal opinions or fancies, 

CHRISTIAN SORROW ? OR HEATHEN? 

It is asin, it is a shame for a Christian to sorrow 
“even as others which have no hope,” over the 
taking from this life of loved ones who are with him 
in Christ. If there is one truth above another in 
the teachings of “our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel,” which 
needs to be emphasized before the world by the 
example of those who are his witnesses, it is that 
there is no death to those who are his disciples; 
that whosoever liveth and believeth in him shall 
never die. 

No wonder that the heathen or the unbeliever, 
who sees in death a terrible doom and nothing but 
hopeless gloom in the grave and in the hereafter, 
has only bitterness of sorrow when the light of life 
to one whom he loves goes out in utter darkness, 
No woxder that he then clothes himself in sackcloth, 
shuts himself away from human fellowship, and 
persistently refuses to be comforted. But what 
right has the Christian believer to sorrow like the 
heathen, when one dear to him and dear to his 
Saviour, having finished his earthly course, has 
departed “to be with Christ, which is far better’? 
How is the doubting world to judge of the superi- 
ority of the Christian’s faith, in such a trial, if the 
sorrow and mourning of the Christian are like the 
sorrow and mourning of the unbeliever? 

Even under the old dispensation there was a 
recognition of the truth that those who were the 
Lord’s representatives, who lived near to him and 
were set to exemplify the joys of his service before 
the world, had no right to give themselves up to 
such mourning for the dead as was common among 
the people to whom they ministered. The high- 
priest, on whose mitre was inscribed “ Holiness to 
the Lord,” was forbidden to “ uncover his head,” or 
to “rend his clothes” in mourning, or in any such 
way to defile himself even “ for his father, or for his 
mother.” When David the king was told that the 
child for whom in its sickness he fasted, and “lay 
all night upon the earth” was now dead, he “ arose 
from the earth and washed and anointed himself, 
and changed his apparel, and came into the house of 
the Lord, and worshiped: then he came to his own 
house ; ’ and there, when bread was set before him, 
he ate. And this was not because of King David's 
lack of strong feeling, but because of his godly faith 
—that faith which made him a man after God’s own 
heart, and an example of the believers in all the 
ages. When his servants wondered at his calmness 
and resignation, he answered them: “ While the 
child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, 
Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, 
that the child may live? But now he is dead, 
wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back 
again? Ishall go to him, but he shall not return 
tome.” Shall the faith of the Christian be less 
potent for comfort and support in the hour of per- 
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sonal bereavement than that of the ancient Hebrew? 
Shall they who are made of Christ “kings and 
priests unto God and his Father” fail, because of 
human sorrow, to joy continually before the Lord as 
his chosen ones, and to show unfailing trust in him 
who is “ King of kings and Lord of lords’? 

There is a great deal of diecredit thrown on the 
religion of Christ by the heathenish mourning of 
many of its representatives. It is their evident lack 
of sustaining trust in personal sorrow which prompts 
the sneer of the skeptic: 

“ Yes, faith is a goodly anchor 
When skies are sweet as a psalm,” 
and which emboldens him to the falsehood, that 


“ Not allthe preaching since Adam 
Has made death other than death.” 


A fearful responsibility is on the professed disciple 
of Jesus who gives himself up to the nursing of his 
grief in the time of his bereavement, and who mourns 
before the world as one who has nosource of comfort. 

The tears will, it is true, come into the Christian’s 
eyes, and the heart of the Christian will ache, when 
those whom he loves are taken from his embraces and 
his sight; but he need not on account of this fail in any 
duty toward others, or be crushed under the weight 
of his aflliction. ‘‘ Jesus wept” when he stood by 
a closed grave; but he did not abandon himself to 
his grief. He moved straight on in his ministry of 
love and help, and working even while he wept he 
dried the tears of others, and preached with new 
power the truth of the Resurrection and the Life. 

During one of the battles of our civil war, two 
brothers moved side by tide in an advancing line, in 
the face of the enemy's fire. Presently one of them 
dropped dead, shot through the brain. The other 
instantly threw himself upon his brother's dead body, 
clasped it in a loving embrace, uttered one loud cry 
of heart-bursting grief, and then sprangup and hur- 
ried forward to refill his place in the ranks, and to 
continue his work as a soldier although his brother's 
work was fully done. Shall the soldier of Christ be 
less courageous, less ready to endure hardness, less 
willing to continue faithful unto the end, than the 
soldier of an earthly government ?; 

Queen Victoria was greatly blamed by her sub- 
jects generally because she so gave way to her sor- 
row over her husband's loss as to interfere with her 
duties as a sovereign, and by this she lost a glorious 
opportunity of illustrating before the nations of the 
earth the sustaining power of that religion of which 
she is called a defender. On the other hand there 
are Christian ministers who by going on unflinch- 
ingly in the discharge of their ministerial duties in 
the time of their greatest bereavement have gained 
new power over the hearts of their people, and have 
preached more impressively and eloquently than in 
any other way the truth they love and honor and 
exemplify. 

It is a duty, it is a privilege, for the Christian to 
bear up bravely under every sorrow of bereavement. 
and to move forward unwaveringly at such a time in 
the discharge of his appointed work, as one sustained 
and cheered by “ the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 
who comforteth usin all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
of God.” Let us beware of the evil of a despairing, 
of a repining, of a heathenish sorrow, and of its accom- 
panying signs of woe and mourning. 


CHURCH BEGGING. 

One very common objection to the present man- 
agement of the churches, on the part of regular or 
occasional attendants, may be illustrated by some 
such imaginary speech as this: “I am a decent man, 
and, I hope, something of a Christian. I hke to go 
to church, and I am always willing to give some- 
thing toward the support of our own services, or 
even to home and foreign missions. Bat I can’t 
stand this everlasting dinning in my ears about 





money. First it’s one thing, and then another ; but 
you may be sure there will be some special need, or 
peculiarly distressing call, or grievous burden of 
debt. For my part, I’m either going to find a 
church that does its begging out of the pulpit, or 
stay away altogether.” 

We have put this sentiment in rather plain and 
bald language, but we are willing to give those who 
hold it the benefit of a conscientious dislike of one 
financial method, and a real belief that another 
would be better. But if the Christian church never 
asked for money in public, and only offered a mild 
plea for support in dark corners or lonely streets, it 
would be the only organization on the earth adopt- 
ing so humble a method. The civil government 
taxes its citizens, and imprisons those who do not 
pay, or seizes their goods outright. Societies and 
clubs impose dues and fines upon their members, 
and expel or suspend those who fail to make stated 
contributions. Merchants display their goods in 
the most attractive way, advertise on the very 
rocks and mountains, and solicit strenuousi:y all 
who seem likely to become purchasers, Nay, more; 
they have for years been compelled to send canvas- 
sers and special agents from one end of the country 
to another. It is no longer enough to sit waiting 
for business to come. 

Christianity is a spiritual enterprise, but it has its 
material side. In the old dispensation and the new 
the Bible is explicit in its directions concerning 
giving, and in its assertions that those who spread 
the gospel have a right to a support at the hands of 
those who listen. From tent-maker Paul down to 
the farmer-clergymen of New England—a class not 
yet extinct—preachers have been shrewd and prac- 
tical business men. As compared with any corpora- 
tion or business, the churches of to-day are among 
the most energetic and practical of workers. Many 
a land-broker finds himself outwitted in the pur- 
chase of a sightly lot by a Roman Catholic priest, 
and a backwoods Methodist minister will get a 
chapel built for two-thirds what the most economical 
contractor would charge. With few exceptions, the 
greater missionary and charitable organizations are 
managed with a surprisingly small annual expense 
for office and machinery. The common idea that 
ministers are destitute of common sense in business 
affairs is what Sir Thomas Browne would call a 
“vulgar error.” They are too wise not to know 
that nine-tenths of the world’s inhabitants do not 
give until they are asked, and that a man who is 
hurt by constant requests for benevolent giving is 
more sensitive in his feelings than in his conscience 
or his pocket. 

But giving is not a question between minister and 
parishioner ; it is between the Christian and his God. 
From the least gift up to the bestowal of the whole 
of his possessions, the giver is blessed even if, as is 
infrequent and unlikely, his money be squandered 
or misapplied. The greatest objection to any plan 
of division is that, after one act of benevolent devo- 
tion, all subsequent giving is the mere drawing from 
a bank. Benevolence reacts on the donor just in 
proportion as he is humble in his own idea of his 
act. If Christian giving were abolished as a duty, it 
would be none the less keen a pleasure, and none 
the less beneficial an exercise. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—If the young people of to-day are to have a love for 
foreign missions as they grow older, now is the time to 
interest them in the history and methods of this cause. 
Attractive books of missionary adventure and achieve- 
ment are an important aid in the training of young Chris- 
tians to thisend. A lady correspondent in Darien, Conn., 
asks on this point: 

Can you give me the names of some of the most interesting 
books on missions—such as will interest the average boy and girl, 
who do not seem to be attracted by many of the excellent missio® 
ary biographies? 

At our request the Rev. Dr. John W. Dulles, editor of 
The Presbyterian at Work, who was himself a missionary 
in India, and who is as familiar with the literature of this 





subject as he is hearty in his interest in its progress, has 
prepared the following list of books which he counts among 
the more attractive and valuable in this department : 


On Africa.—Rivers of Water in a Dry Place_...-.......- $115 
Crowned in Palm-Land. By the Rev. R. H. Nassau.... 1.7 
Gaboon Stories. By Mrs. J. S. Preston-......-....---- 80 
George Paull, of Benita. By Dr. 8. Willson_....._.-_- 1.10 
MoGhit'’s Missiabery LADott... ccncastenciccccioncesnn- 3.50 
Zulu-Land. By the Rev, Louis Grout_.............._- 150 
The Story of Madagascar. By J. W. Mears, D D.__....- 125 


On China.—Our Life in China. By Mrs. J. L. Nevius_.._. 150 
The Middle Kingdom. By 8. Wells Williams, LL D.___- 4.00 
Ono India.—Captain Waltham. By Mrs Jos. Scudder_... 110 
The Land of the Veda. By William Butler, D D -...._- 4.00 
Life by the Ganges. By Mrs, Mullins__......--....--- 80 


On Japan. —The Mikado’s Empire. By W. E. Griffis___..- 400 
On Persiw.—The Tennesseean in Persia. By D. W.Marsh.. 1,75 

Wie We CERI OO BIG aig atic deen ttbdicnsasennnioue 1.75 
On Syria.—Bible Work in Bible Lands. By the Rev. Isaac 


Women of the Arabs. By H. H. Jessup, D D.---...---- 200 
On Turkey.—Ten Yearson the Euphrates. By C.H. Wheeler, 125 

To these may be added the smaller Life of Bishop Patteson, 
published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
London; Daughters of Armenia; Forty Years in the Turkish 
Empire, by the Rev. Dr. William Goodell; Woman and her 
Saviour in Persia; and Home Life in Syria, by the Rev. Dr. H. 
H. Jessup. 


—That we are not in the habit of finding fault with 
competing lesson helps, our readers will, we are sure, bear 
willing witness. It is, indeed, a gratification to us to find 
intelligent activity quickened in every direction in the 
preparation and supply of aids to study; and if others 
can better meet the wants of the Christian public in this 
line than we &re able to, we sincerely hope that the best 
helps will have the widest circulation. But a series of 
publications advertised by a Mr. D. C. Cuok, of Chicago, 
is, we think, an exception to the list of really desirable 
works in this department of literature. Mr. Cook has 
disregarded the common limits of business fairness in his 
adoption of names and titles calculated to give the impres- 
sion that his publications are the ones referred to when 
those already well known and approved received com- 
mendation. Yet even as copies the periodicals which he 
offers are of an inferior character. His “ Primary Teacher,” 
announced as “the only strictly primary teacher's help 
ever published,” would be a poor substitute for Mrs. 
Crafte’s “Primary Teacher’s Monthly;” his “ Scholars’ 
Quarterly” with its scrap-book material from several well- 
known lesson-helps, shows as little taste and skill in its 
eclectic composition as of accuracy in its proof-reading ; 
and soon through the list of his various periodicals. We 
have been several times asked to call attention to this 
matter. The Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, ina recent letter 
says of one of these publications : 

I have compared a single quarter's issue of this lesson-help for 
teachers with one of the prominent question-books. Doubtless, if 
some one will take the trouble to put it alongside of other publi- 
cations, more of its sources of inspiration may be revealed. I find 
on the lesson pages the “ Topics ’—which are really owtlines—one 
half of which, six in number, are abstracted from one well-known 
question-book. The questions are undoubtedly original, for I 
observe among them such roundabout phrases as, “ Where did he 
come from?” “‘ Who did Paul declare himself to be?” ‘“ What 
was hein?” “What does he say he is being judged for?” 
“What did they desire to hear about?” The “Truths Taught ” 
come next in order. Out of about forty-five of these, fifteen are 
sto— appropriated bodily, or with the change of a word or two, 
from the questicn-book already referred to. The “ Teachers’ 
Notes” are ingeniously concocted. There are a few original and 
ordinary ones, some better ones quoted from eminent expositors 
by name, and still others taken but not acknowledged, thus 
leading to the impression that they too are original. The “ Word 
Studies” (familiar expression !) suggest one of Dr. Vincent’s pub- 
lications ; and there they are to be found, sure enough, word for 
word, and definition for definition—not: one wanting! The 
“Home Readings” also have the appearance of old acquaintances, 
and we find that without exception they have been plundered 
from that rich mine of the aforesaid question-book. Then follow 
a number of tunes. The first one is copyrighted—which is hardly 
kind; for one who takes so liberally should not be so selfish as 
to put a fence around any of his property which might be worth 
taking. The hymns which sueceed are all “quoted” from “ Gospel 
Hymns, No. 2,” entitling our Chicago Cook to the tender mercies 
of Messrs. Biglow & Church, whose copyright he has infringed. 
There are a number of forms for letters to scholars. These are 
undoubtedly from the fertile brain of the editorial Cook, since 
they are all alike, and contain such elegant expressions as “ You 
do not know how much nicer it is when all the class is present; ’’ 
“ We are trying to get so we never have any absent scholars in 
our class;” “ Bring an excuse, so you can keep up your marks, 
and keep up with the lessons.” 

We have xo fear that in the long-run the intelligent 
Sunday-school public will be deceived by that which is 
inferior and undesirable ; but we deem{fit a duty to point 
out the exceptional character of the series of publications 
to which we here make reference. 
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THE THIRTY-SECOND PSALM. 
BY WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 


Blessed he, for evermore, 

Whose transgression is removed ; 
He whose sin is covered o’er 

By the Saviour he hath loved ; 
Joy that yieldeth heavenly fruits 

Dwells with him to whom the Lord 
No iniquity imputes ; 

Guileless resting on his word. 


Silence o'er my sin I kept, 
While my bones and frame decayed ; 
All the day I moaned and wept, 
Vainly seeking human aid ; 
Day and night thy chastening hand 
Heavy on my spirit lay, 
Till my soul was like a land 
Parched beneath the Summer's ray. 


To the Lord in my distress 

I acknowledyed all my sin: 
My transgressions to confess 

Did my troubled heart begin. 
Thou forgavest in thy grace 

All the guilt of every sin ; 
When I humbly sought thy face 

Thou didst let the wanderer in. 


Thus shall all the godly race 
Ever in thy love abound, 
Supplicate thy throne of grace, 
Seek thee when thou mayst be found. 
Surely, in the whelming flood, bd 
Threatening dire destruction round, 
They who calmly rest on God 
Have a blest deliverance found 


Thou my hiding-place shalt be, 
And from trouble safely guide, 
All my songs shall be of thee, 
Hedged with joy on every side. 
Lo, saith God, I will thee teach 
In the way thy feet should try ; 
Wheresoe’er thy journeys reach, 
I will guide thee with mine eye. 
Pine Grove, Ontario. 





HAPPY DODD: 


OR, 


“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 


CHAPTER I, 


It was the first Sunday in May, and there were to be a 
few persons admitted to membership in Mr. Payson’s 
church, the First Church of Canterbury. As he called 
their names, they came out into the aisle; and the fourth, 
answering to the name of Happilona Dodd, came from the 
side slips, and so stood half facing the congregation. 

She was a young girl with a dark, thin face, slight 
and small of stature, very plainly dressed, and as she 
walked up, she limped a little. Nothing about her 
attracted the eye but the sensitive expression of her lips, 
and the innocent awe of her large brown eyes as she 
lifted them to hear what Mr. Payson was reading. 

Having read the simple creed of the church, received 
the assent of the candidates, and baptized two or three 
who desired it, the pastor then went on to say: 

“My dear friends, we understand from your presence 
here that you desire to enter the visible church of Christ 
on earth; that you take God to be your father and king, 
Christ to be your redeemer and friend, and the Divine 
Spirit to be your teacher and helper. You also intendand 
hope to be loving and faithful members of this household of 
faith ; to consider and treat its members as of your Father's 
family, and to work with them in Christian duty and 
fellowship ; to help those who are not yet children of the 
kingdom, as well as those who are. This is your desire 
and intention? ” 

Those who were standing bowed their heads, and then 
the church arose, and Mr. Payson went on: 

“We then welcome you to this little assemblage of 
believers as brethren and fellow-heirs together of the 
gospel of Christ, soldiers of our company in the army of 
the Lord. Therefore, beloved, fight the good fight of faith ; 
lay hold on eternal life; endure hardness as good soldiers 
of Christ Jesus; and may he deliver you from every evil 
Work, and preserve you to his heavenly kingdom!” 

As he closed, the church still standing, as if by sponta- 
neous consent, sang the good old hymn: 





“ Let saints below in concert sing 

With those to glory gone; 
For all the children of our King 
In heaven and earth are one,” 


After this came the benediction, and those who were not 
to share inthe Supper went out from among them. Theser- 
vice was almost silently conducted, only with Christ’s words, 
ashortprayer,andahymn. Happilona sat by her mother’s 
side, and felt like a tired child who has got home at last. 
When the service was over, Mr. Payson said: 

“T have a few words to say to our new members. My 
dear friends, you have now sealed your agreement with 
God. Hear the words of the Lord: ‘Ye are my friends 
if ye do whatsoever I command you.’ The test of 
your life in Christ is not what you feel, your deep 
sorrow for sin, or your lofty joy in holiness; but what 
you do, as the result of a living principle within. Joy 
and sorrow are the secrets of your own hearts with 
Him who made you; but your deeds are the flower and 
fruit of the new life, which is also his work. For 
men do not gather grapes of thorns: therefore strive 
to abide in the Lord, and in his strength bear fruit 
abundantly ; and may he pronounce on every one of you 
the commendation he bestowed on a penitent sinner of old 
time: ‘She hath done what she could.’ ” 

“That was a good word, Happy,” said the widow Dodd, 
as the two went home together in the soft spring sunshine. 

“ Which one, mother? I thought they were all good.” 

“So they were; but I mean that last: ‘She hath done 
what she could.’ It always seemed to me sucha comfort. 
We can’t all do great things for our Master; but some- 
thing we can all do, Poor Mary! she had nothing better 
than her box of precious ointment; knew no other way to 
show her love to her forgiving Saviour than to lavish the 
best and costliest thing in her possession upon his tired 
feet. It seemed wasteful to Judas: hedid not understand 
her spirit ; but the Lord answered for her, for he saw the 
love that lay back of the lavishness. ‘She hath done 
what she could.’ That is a thought for poor folks, Happy.” 


“Tt doesn’t seem as if I could ever do anything, 
mother,” the girl answered sadly. “If I were strong, or 
very smart, or knew how to do anything.” 

“Tf you could do what you can’t, eh?” 

Mrs. Dodd smiled as she said it. 

“Don’t be troubled to-day, Happy. There are plenty of 
little things: living is pretty much all little things. If 
you keep step with these, you will be ready for larger ones 
when the Lord sends them.” 

They were at home now: and as soon as the girl laid off 
her outer dress, she spread the table for their Sunday 
lunch. They were poor people, and there was little but 
the necessary food within their reach, but neatness and 
order made it more palatable than better fare served care- 
lessly. As Mrs. Dodd saw how neatly her daughter spread 
the clean cloth and set on the bread, cheese, and cups of 
cold tea, she thought that even here she was doing what 
she could; but she did not say so, for life had taught her 
that young plants grow best with least observation; she 
had said more than was her custom to-day ; now she would 
leave this new life in shade and silence to seek the sun 
after its own fashion. 

That night, after their early supper, Mr. Fox, the 
Sunday-school superintendent, came in. He was a brisk, 
pleasant,, active sort of man, and had known Happy and 
her mother many years, both as attendants at the school 
and personally ; for Mrs. Dodd, who was a tailoress by 
trade, had worked much in his family, and was still 
employed there, as his boys had not all outgrown her ser- 
vices. He knew very well how Happilona had been 
brought up: not with much education at school, for she 
had always been a delicate child, and at one time long 
confined to the house with the trouble that had left her 
lame, but with the utmost care of a good and sensible 
mother, whose fund of Scripture knowledge was an aston- 
ishment to Mr. Fox himself. 


Mrs. Dodd had none of the ordinary helps to scriptural 
study but an old concordance, which had been her father’s ; 
for she was the child of a poor country minister, and being 
left an orphan at eighteen had married a brilliant young 
lawyer, of whose dissipated habits she was quite ignorant. 
After several years of sorrow and struggle, this man died, 
and left her penniless and helpless, with three little chil- 
dren in the graveyard, and one scarce a month old in her 
arms. 

She was naturally a woman of energy and endurance, 
but there seemed nothing for her to do unless she learned 
a trade; so she went into Canterbury, found work in a 
tailor’s shop, and before long made friends and an humble 
living for herself and child. In all this period she had 
learned to cling more and more to the only Friend who 
seemed left to her at first; and she read and re-read her 





Bible till it was as familiar to her as the breath she 
breathed. Out of it little Happy—who wore her grand- 
mother’s quaint title, shortened into this pleasant diminu- 
tive—learned to read. Her childish sorrows were allayed 
by Bible stories, for her mother could’afford no baby-books 
or toys for her beyond a rag-doll of her own making; and 
as the child grew older she was accustomed to hear her 
mother refer in every strait to the Bible for guidance or 
consolation. It was, truly, daily bread to this poor woman. , 
She had no maps, no voluminous commentaries, no vindi- 
cations of its divinity, to help her understand it: her 
Bible proved itself; and a diviner Spirit than that of man 
opened its pages for her, and taught her its heights and 
depths. “ The meek will he guide in judgment, and the 
meek will he teach his way,” was a promise abundantly 
fulfilled here, 

Mr. Fox’s errand to-night was to ask Happy to take a 
class of little girls in the Sunday-school, whose teacher had 
just married and left Canterbury. 

“OQ Mr. Fox, I can’t!” the girl answered quickly, 
coloring as she spoke. 

“Well, well, Miss Happy, nobody can do what they 
can’t. I don’t want to urge you unpleasantly ; but there’s 
reason in things, you know, and as a good Yankee I have 
a right to ask questions. Why can’t you?” 

“ T don’t know enough, Mr. Fox.” 

“Don’t you? that’s bad. You know how to read, 
perhaps? ” 

Happy could not help langhing. “Oh, yes, l know how 
to read. But I should be afraid of them, Mr. Fox.” 

“ Of the little girls? Why, they never bite! they are 
quite small too—from nine to twelve, all of them, I should 
say.” 

Mes Dodd looked on in silence; she understood Happy’s 
objections, but she saw Mr. Fox did too, and she preferred 
he should combat them in his own way. 

“O—h|!” said the girl, “ you know what I mean, sir. I 
am sure I could not teach them anything.” 


“ At least you can-try, Happy. If you find it is impos- 
sible, I will relieve you ; but come next Sunday, early, and 
I'll take you to the class. There are five of them. Ade- 
laide Palmer is Squire Palmer’s daughter,—an only child, 
and perhaps a spoiled child; you might do a great deal for 
her. Helen Sands is one of the doctor's family. You 
know Dr. Sands?” 

“Yes, indeed, we do!” said Mrs. Dodd. “We know 
him gratefully too; he has been very good to us;” 


“There, Happy; yousee there is another reason for you. 
Julia Calhoun, I guess, is a good girl. She is Mr. John 
Calhoun’s daughter, the dry-goods merchant on Main 
Street. Mary Gray I don’t know much about. Mrs. Gray 
is an odd woman, and I think her father was a coarse, blunt, 
man. Poor child! she'll need helping, if she takes after her 
mother, and girls, most always do.” 

“Oh, I wish they did, Mr. Fox!” interrupted Happy 
eagerly, looking at her mother with such loving and 
admiring eyes that Mr. Fox’s kindly laugh was a little 
tremulous. 

“Well, perhaps we can’t expect it always, my dear; 
but I hope you will follow the rule,” he said, gently. 

Mrs. Dodd's eyes were full of tears. Happy did not 
often express the deep feeling she had for her mother, and 
it was very dear to that mother when she did. She could 
not speak at once, and Mr. Fox went on: 

“The last of the five is Ruth Holden. If looks tell true, 
she is the flower of your flock; but she is a very shy and 
lovely flower, to be handled gently. She has an invalid 
mother, and her father is a selfish, hard-headed man of 
business: she has to grow in stone-wall. Happy, you 
must help her climb up and over it.” 

Mr. Fox certainly knew his business. Before he was 
through, Happy felt a personal interest in the children she 
had never spoken with, though one or two she knew by 
sight. 

“T'll try!” she said, looking up with a sweet, shy smile 
at the superintendent. 

“ Angels can do no more, Miss Happy. I shall expect 
to see you at a quarter to nine, then, next Sunday morn- 
ing. Good night to you both.” : 

When he had left the room, the girl turned to her mother 
with a wistful face. 

“ Mother, do you suppose [ can?” 

“You only promised, dearie. Nobody knows what they 
can do without a trial. There’s a good Bible word for you, 
at any rate: ‘If thy presence go not with us, carry us 
not up hence.’ The Lord never gives us work to do that 
can’t be done: that was Pharaoh’s way, not his. There’s 
the bell for evening service, we can go there anyway, and 
that is to-day’s duty; we haven’t got to to-morrow’s work 
yet, much less next Sunday’s.” 


TO_BE CONTINUED. 
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VISITING THE SCHOLARS. 
BY MARGARET COMPTON, 


“ Visiting is indispensable!” This saying is so hack- 
neyed that it may attract only little notice: and the task 
may be so unpleasant, and so easy to shirk, that you say 
to yourself, “I must get along without it.” 

Listen! Our teaching should be practical. The chil- 
dren in a chureh school are mostly children of the church 
They have been taught the 
vital doctrines of our creed, and it is possible that from 
their infancy they have endeavored as truly as ourselves 
to be guided by the great principles of Christianity. But 
they are young, and do not know how to apply the axioms 
of Christian life to the working out of their little problems. 
We must give them more than theory and general rules. 
Let us look over each child’s shoulder and see where the 
mistake is; perhaps she is fretting about the result, but 
cannot find the error; perhaps she is indifferent, does not 


—members of it by baptism. 


stop to think, and is every moment adding to a slight mis- 
take, increasing it tenfold. We should know each child’s 
surroundings and peculiar temptations both at home and 
school. 

Visiting is formidable to most young teachers. 
when I get there I don’t know what to say.” 
girl, the same rule holds good as in society. Forget your- 
self and be natural. It is not necessary to talk religion, 
neither is it necessary to studiously avoid the subject. Go 
to see the childas a friend, not as her Sunday-school teacher. 
It would do our children a great deal of good sometimes 
to realize that we are human, that we have headaches and 
heartaches and merry times and real fun like themselves, 
They are too apt, if they like us, to set us up in little 
shrines whose doors are closed all the week, and before 
which they worship on Sundays; or, if we do not win their 
love, we are, Sunday and Monday, like some carved mar- 
ble saint set high in the church, 

It is not necessary to talk much to the parents. They 
will feel far more gratified if you pay attention to their 
child. Ask about her studies, look at her books, her music, 
her toys, her album. Promise a picture for her scrap-book 
if she have one; and if she be-fond of fancy-work, tell 
her about some that you are doing or intend to do. If you 
believe in presents of papers or cards, this is the time to 
give them. There is no opportunity for comparison, and 
the poor unfortunates who “ haven’t a nice teacher at all” 
are not made envious. Moreover, the gift will be treasured 
because “ my teacher gave it to me when she came to see 
me.” 

Have talks with the children when they come in, before 
the opening of the school. Ask them how they have got 
along during the week. Reprove their naughtiness, try to 
correct their prejudices, show them where and why they 
failed. I have read of the good Sunday-school teacher who 
deniec. herself 2 summer vacation in order not to leave her 
elass. History does not tell us whether she was obliged to 
leave it the next winter on account of illness resulting from 
want of rest. I do not wish to be understood as approv- 
ing of vacations for either scholars or teachers, but a series 
of letters, or even one letter, will often do more good than 
an act of self-denial of doubtful expediency as regards our 
own health. Write a letter every Sunday about the les- 
son of the day, address it to the class, but direct it to the 
scholars in turn. You will be surprised at the result. This 
was the way I won my mission boys, I had tried presents, 
meetings at my house, visits to theirs, but all of no use, 
I felt that they suspected my motives. The letters won 
them. As this article aims to be practical, we will draw 
no sketches of years to come when the faded lines may 
bring a smile to the face of some care-worn woman or 
cause a sigh from some devotee of fashion. 


“Why, 
My dear 


“T cannot but remember such things were 
That were most precious to me,” 
will be the thought of both. 
Ah, dear teachers, if we manage our classes rightly, we 
may some day receive a letter from those who remember 
“ without ceasing your work of faith and labor of love.” 


FAITH VERSUS TOBACCO. 


BY THE REV. HENRY S. DE FOREST. 





The power of God to heal the body as well as the soul, 


illustrated so often in the earthly life of our Lord, has been 


abundantly shown in recent months, 


the days of Augustine to this present time, sensualists 
drunkards, opium-eaters, and the victims of the tobacco vice 


have found that “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean- 
seth from all sin,” and that sins of appetite are not an 


Yet many who 
believe in God’s willingness to change the heart are incred- 
ulous when they hear of a changed appetite. But from 


habits which they deem invincible, to hear of another vic- 
tory through faith. 

A man changed from bitter opposition to beautiful loy- 
alty and Christ, says that years ago, standing one evening 
in a company of other railroad men, the use of tobacco 
was under discussion, and it was alleged that such a smoker 
as he was could not leave off. He challenged them toa trial, 
and they all agreed to abstain for a year. One by one they 
fell from their pledge; and before the twelve months had 
passed, all had returned to their tobacco save himself and 
another engineer, One friend stood fast, but he says he 
hankered for the pipe all the time; and as soon as his year 
was up, he returned to his smoke with great delight. It 
was a year of constant fighting between will and appetite 
Nearly three years ago this man was converted. He 
had changed his residence and his employment; but his 
greatest change was in his heart. None that had ever 
heard him scoff and then heard him pray could doubt that 
he was a new creature. Another Saul had become Paul. 
His life bore witness to his conversion, and yet he clung 
to his pipe. 
Fire and smoke were always visible about his head. One 
day his pastor spoke to him of his tobacco habit, of its 
cost, its effect on health and character, and its influence in 
the community. Before, he had not thought of it as a 
sin; but now he looked at it in a new light. He had 
consecrated all to God, and yet God was not honored by 
such stewardship. This single vice cost more than he 
gave for the extension of Christ’s kingdom. Indeed, he 
was guilty of arson, He was veritably burning the Lord’s 
property, turning consecrated substance into smoke. 
Seeing his sin, his next step was to forsake it. He carried 
this habit, as before he had carried his heart, to God. He 
promised in this also to follow Christ, and asked for help 
Help was given. With the fixed determination to forsake 
the sin, came also the removal of the appetite, hitherto 
overmastering and fed by long indulgence. The hanker- 
ings, which in the previous year of abstinence were simply 
misery, have been removed, and he now offers to God a 
cleansed body as the temple for the indwelling of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Such facts testify of Christ as a Saviour from all sin 
Ascended and in glory, the Lord still has power to heal. 
It may be asked, “ Whether is easier, to say Thy sins be 
forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?” The body 
may not be more intractable than the soul. Physical 
changes may not be more unreasonable than moral. Yet 
we have too often strangely doubted whether the Author 
of a ttew heart can give the victory over a confirmed bad 
habit. 


He walked the streetsan unresting Vesuvius. 


THE AMERICAN PRESS AT BEIRUT. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL, PH.D, 


The Arabic Bible printed by the American Bible Society 
in New York, is well known; but it is not so well known 
in this country what excellent provision is made for the 
wide and varied circulation of that excellent version. A 
very common impression is that the edition above men- 
tioned is the only one. That edition is a magnificent 
quarto, but not only the whole Bible, but the separate 
New Testament and Psalms, make too large a book to 
handle conveniently. Yet it is widely circulated. One 
may see it even in the kitchens in Palestine and Syria, 
diligently read by the servants. This edition is also printed 
and circulated by the British and Foreign Bible Society ; 
a set of the electrotype plates having been presented to 
that body by the American society. 

But it is to the American Press at Beirtit that one must 
go in order to see in what shapes that Bible goes out among 
the people. The New York edition is there for sale, of 
course, as well as the other early, most valuable one, with 
marginal references and various readings: the former at 
the price of forty piastres, or one dollar and sixty cents, 
gold; the latter—a few copies only remaining—at two dol- 
lars. But besides these are the voweled Bible, as great a 
work as exists in the Arabic language, costing, in the best 
binding, five dollars in gold, and in the cheaper, two dol- 
lars. Then comes the reference Bible, in smaller type, 
costing from four dollars to one, according to the binding; 
then one in still smaller type, costing from two dollars to 
one; and several other editions in both fonts of type, at 
different prices. Such a thing as an Arabic pocket Bible 
is now to be had, besides many different forms of the New 
Testament, the Psalms, the separate Gospels, and other por- 
tions of the Scriptures, at prices cheaper than could be 
afforded in America, There is also printed a series of bilin- 
, | guals: the Gospel of John in English and Arabic, French 
, | and Arabic, Turkish and Arabic. The smallest New Tes- 


broader than the smallest English Bible ever printed. 


tament is a volume a little thicker, but not as long and no 


Syria, but to Arabia and Egypt, and wherever the Arabic 
language isspoken. They are read not only by Protes- 
tant Christians, but by the Muslims; for the latter 
acknowledged the Old Testament writers and Jesus as 
prophets. No former Arabic version can at all compete 
with this. And all the operations of matrix-cutting, type- 
founding and electrotyping necessary, go on there. The 
machinery of Bible producing and circulating are wonder- 
fully effective. 

But not only in the production of Bibles does the efficacy 
of the American Press appear. It was not the earliest 
press in the region: Arabic prayer-books and catechisms, 
and Syriac liturgies, with other religious works for the 
Maronites, have been printed on Mt. Lebanon for over a 
century; but such issues of the press did little for the 
people. To know how to read was still a rarity, and most 
of the literature of value circulated in manuscript, with 
ail the accompanying drawbacks. And even now manu- 
script books are not uncommon, Many a Syrian prefers 
buying the paper and copying a book, to spending the 
piastres necessary to obtain the printed work. In the 
native bookstores one may still buy Syriac and Arabic 
manuscripts of considerable antiquity, though of no great 
value to a scholar; and any Arabic library of much 
importance necessarily contains a number of manuscripts : 
the literature is not yet all in print. And in some direc- 
tions the manuscripts must continue as long as a Turkish 
censorship of the press practically exists. The writer has, 
for instance, a manuscript account of the massacre in Da- 
mascusin 1860, and another, in verse, of the massacre of 
the Lebanon, neither of which would be permitted to be 
printed in Turkey. The latter, it may be mentioned, is by a 
noted Arabic®*author, and was dedicated to the Hon. 
Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State at the time the book 
was written, and to whom a copy elegantly written 
and bound was sent by the author. 

But the American Press has been the chief and effective 
means of substituting an abundant written literature for 
the scanty written one; and that, too, mostly a new and 
fresh literature of real and practical value ; quite different 
from the acrostics, alliterative compositions and other 
mechanical pieces of literary ingenuity in which the Arabic 
mind delights and which it considers works of genius. 
Naturally this produces a crop of readers, and spreads 
a knowledge of letters and an increasing ability to read. 
And first, accordingly we find a series of primers, reading 
books, grammars, and so on, as far as to treatises on logic 
and rhetoric. These are mostly written by natives; but 
the excellent treatise on prosody was by Dr. Van Dyck. 

Then a series of geographies, mathematical and scien- 
tific works, sets of maps and the like, with sundry works 
to enable the Arabic speaking people to learn English. 
And here the larger Geography, the Algebra, translation of 
Euclid, Logarithms, and Trigonometry, Chemistry, and 
Higher Astronomy, with several medical works, were by 
Dr. Van Dyck; though these are not, by a considerable 
number, all the issues of the press in those directions. 
Then come a number of poetical works, histories trans- 
lated or original, and special treatises, mostly by natives. 
In this class, also, should be included three serial publica- 
tions: a monthly journal of science and art, a weekly relig- 
ious paper, and a children’s paper. 

The longest list, however, is that of the miscellaneous 
religious works. This includes between eighty and ninety 
different works, most of them standard ones; some origi- 
1al and some translations from the best English and Amer- 
ican authors. Among them are some well-known com- 
mentaries, with Edwards’ History of Redemption, the 
Westminster Assembly’s Catechism, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress—but to enumerate, or even cull, is hardly possi- 
ble here. 

The expense of many of the publications has been borne 
by the American Tract Society, of many others by the 
London Religious Tract Society, others by the Theo- 
dore Publication Fund, originally founded by W. A. 
Booth, of New York, and of which the Faculty of the 
Syrian Protestant College are trustees; while others are 
private ventures of professors or missionaries, and some 
are issued at the expense of natives—even Muslims. The 
Press also does an extensive job work, for no press in 
Beirit can produce such excellent work, except the Jesuit 
establishment. The latter, by the way, has felt compelled 
to begin the printing of a new rival Bible: a magnificent 
piece of typographical work, conformed of course to the 
Vulgate, and containing the apocryphal books received by 
the Church of Rome, with a preface decidely hostile to the 
Protestants ; but stilla good translation, whose circulation 
cannot, on the whole, do harm. 

The reader will thus see, in some measure, what a 
mighty engine the American Press has been, and in all 
likelihood is still to be, in the evangelization of the East. 








exception. It may encourage some who are wrestling with 


These various editions go not only through Palestine and 


It is the outgrowth of the mission, its most powerful 
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instrument, and that which supplies al! the schools and 
higher institutions with their means of instruction—let 
alone the missionary work in the churches and elsewhere 
in the stricter sense. It is all-important to the mission, 
the college at Beirit, and the country. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—_—<>—___—_ 
A TWILIGHT TALK. 
BY EMILY A. MAY, 


Mrs. Alden and her little daughter were sitting together 
one Sunday evening in the quiet time between daylight 
and darkness. Mrs. Alden laid aside her book when she 
could no longer see to read, and Rose was soon in her 
favorite seat within her mother’s arms. To-night the 
little head nestled close, and the merry, mischievous eyes 
wore an unusually thoughtful expression. For, only a 
few days ago, Rose’s little playmate, Lettie Parr, had been 
laughing and romping with her in this very room, and 
now Lettie is taking her last long sleep in the lonely 
graveyard, where she and Rose used often to pause, and 
look in through the barred gates, and spell out the names 
on the white tombstones. Now Lettie is one of that 
silent company, her sunny head laid low, her merry 
voice hushed forever. It was the first time that death 
had come so near to Rose; and her grief was deep, though 
she bore it very silently. To-day, in Sunday-school, her 
teacher spoke of the sad event, and assured her scholars 
that Lettie was safe in heaven. Rose knew this before, 
but, somehow, it did not seem to give hér much comfort. 

“ Mamma,” said she, “I don’t see how Lettie can be 
happy up in heaven.” 

“Why, darling?” 

“ Because, mamma,— But—but—l’m afraid it is wicked 
to say it, but I cannot help thinking it.” 

“Say it then, Rose,” said mamma. 

“T think Lettie will not like streets of gold; she told 
me once that she loved soft green fields better than hard 
streets. And then I know she must feel lonely, for she 
never would stay away all night from her mamma; you 
know how often I wanted her to stay and sleep with me 
and she would not ; and, you remember, once when I coaxed 
her she did stay, but she woke in the night and cried 
because she wanted to see her papa and mamma. And it 
must be worse in heaven, I’m sure, for she dvesn’t know 
any one there; I cannot tell how she helps wanting to be 
home.” 

It was along time before Mrs. Alden answered; she 
only smoothed Rose’s hair caressingly, and her face looked 
as though her thoughts were far away. When she did 
speak, her first words banished the little girl’s serious 
thoughts for a time. 

“ Rose,” said she, “do you ever think of the pleasant 
time you had at Hillsdale last summer?” 

“Think of it!” exclaimed Rose, eagerly, “I guess I do 
think of it; can’t I go next summer, mamma dear? Oh, 
hadn’t I a splendid time, though!” 

“ But I remember, Rose,” said Mrs. Alden, “ how dis- 
tressed you were the night before you started. 
sure you would not be happy at Hillsdale, so far from 
home; if I could only go with you, instead of papa’s 
friend, Mr. Close, whom you scarcely knew; and you 
were afraid you would feel so strange with Aunt Rachel 
and the cousins whom you had never seen. Indeed, I was 
greatly troubled for you, and I think I would have kept 
you at home only for your recent illness, and for the 
doctor’s orders that you should have change of air.” 

“ But then, mamma,” said Rose, “ Mr. Close was so kind, 
and there were so many things to see along the road and 
insidé the cars,—for you know I never traveled before; and 
when Aunt Rachel came out to meet me, and kissed me, 
and held me to her, and said she was so glad to see me, | 
felt as if I had known her always; and then, first thing 
after dinner, Cousin Joe and Annie took me fishing, and I 
caught the first fish, and I had never fished before, and 

they had, often; and the way we used to roll down the 
haymow in the barn!” And Rose rambled on about the 
time Annie’s old black hen was lost, and they found her 
under a bush in the garden, with a stolen nest, full of 
eggs, till Mrs. Alden interrupted her. 

“ Rose, how many times did you wish you were home? 

“Oh, not once,” said Rose; “I had no time to think 
about home, only sometimes I thought how much [ would 
have to tell you.” , 

“Dear Rose, can you see how it may be the same with 
Letty? She has gone to her Father whom she has never 
seen ; but I know he wanted her, and will be glad to see 


You were 


” 


she will feel at home with him. And then, everything 
will be so new to her, and so full of interest, that she will 
have no time to think of her earthly home, unless to 
rejoice in all the beauties that she will have, not only to 
tell of, but to show to her dear friends when they join her 
there.” 

The shadows deepened, the firelight flickered against 
the wall, and Rose, thoughtful again, was silent a long 
while. 


“ Mamma,” she said, at last, “what did Mrs. Parr say 


9» 


about Letty when we went to see her‘ 
“She said,” replied Mrs, Alden, “ ‘Our loss is her gain.’” 
“Yes, that is it, ‘Our loss is her gain;’ I can see how 
’ 
| 
s 


u 
it is now, mamma, a little.” 


WAYS OF WORKING, 


MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE. 


The subject of memorizing Scripture has often been dis- 
cussed. Some think the practice of committing verses use- 
less and obsolete, while others find it one of the most valu- 
able of exercises. There was a very thorough discussion 
of the subject at a recent meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday 
School Union, the whole session being devoted to its con- 
sideration. Special efforts were made to get the experi- 
ence of practical Sunday-school workers. A series of 
eighteen questions had been sent out to representative 
superintendents and teachers, as follows: 

1. Is it prac ticable to demand of each scholar the memorizing 
of a portion of Scripture for each Sunday ? 


2. Should the system of each school aim to require this? 


3 Should not the scholars be urged and encouraged, if not 
required, to commit to memory some verses of Scripture each 
week ? 

4. Ought not the Golden Text to be committed to memory ? 

5. Ought not officers and teachers to commit at least as many, 
and the same, verses as the scholars, as an encouragement to 
them ? 

6. How can we obtain the hearty co-operation of the parents, 
at home, in preparing their children with memorized lessons? 

7. Is it practicable to get scholars above the ages of twelve and 
fourteen to memorize Scripture; and if so, by what plan? 

8. Ought the memorizing to be confined to verses or passages 
illustrating or epitomizing the lesson ? 

9. Is it advisable for adult Bible classes to commit to memory 
portions of Scripture as a part of the Sunday exercises ? 

10. Is it well for a teacher to hear each scholar recite; and if so, 
where would the lesson come in ? 

11. Which is the more important: memorizing Scripture, or its 
thorough explanation and enforcement on the heart and con- 
science ? 

12. Can the class be perfectly instructed, interested, and con- 
trolled, unless the lesson is first memorized by the teacher? 


memorizing preferable to study of the subject? 


the extent of giving rewards ? 
15. The task being so difficult, is it desirable to encourage it ? 


part of the school routine? 


ent or adverse to piety, be induced to memorize Scripture ? 


verses from these lessons, or portions of the Gospels and Epistles 


quotation in time of need,” 


order that the most vital tests might be committed. 


memorize and recite correctly. 


” 


any rewards for memorizing. 


Te 


memory possessed by a favored few. 





her, for he has loved her intensely all her life: 1am sure 


13. For older scholars, who have no time for both, is direct 


14. Is it advisable to make a special effort in this direction to 


16. If scholars will not learn out of school, should it be made a 
17. How can the average scholar, with home influences indiffer- 


18. Is it desirable, during the coming year, when the Interna- 
tional Series carries us into the Old Testament, to memorize 


The written replies showed a substantial unity of opin- 
ion as to the desirability of memorizing Scripture, but a 
great diversity of practice in securing the desired end. 
The thought was emphasized that this memorizing should 
not be considered merely as a temporary display, but as 
the means for having “a treasure laid up for old ageor for} 10. Psa. 102: 2. In the day when I call, answer me speedily, 


As to the possibility of memorizing for all, one teacher 
dwelt upon the almost unlimited capacity of the memory 
imy rovement; while another said: “ I know by painful thine hands, and they shal! be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
personal experience that it is not possible for every one to 
It is not possible for me to | of his Father with his 
io it, and if it were required of teachers to recite the verses | ™4” according to his works. 
of the lesson, I shouldbe obliged to resign my position as 
a teacher. Tor this reason I believe it is wrong to offer 


Upon this question of offering rewards there was diver- 
sity both of opinion and of practice. Some teachers 


most difficult age to control, or to interest in Scripture 
truth) succeeded, after many failures, by proposing that 
each one, the teacher included, should learn one verse each 
Sunday. In another school a successful plan was that the 
superintendent should recite one verse and the school in 
concert the alternate verses of the lesson. Among the 
passages selected for memorizing and repeating in concert 
were: Psalms 1, 15, 19, 23; John 14: 1-14; 1 John 1-12. 


The golden text was required from every scholar in sev- 

eral of the schools. This text was recited by individuals, 

by classes, and by the whole school in concert. As to the 

success of the plan, one candidly says: “ We do pretend 

to memorize the golden text, usually much to the injury 

of the text.” Another makes the more hopeful declara- 

tion that “all in our school know the golden text per- 

fectly.” Hie method for securing sucha desirable result 
was, after hearing the text in concert, to call out the names 

of the scholars who were expected to rise and repeat the 
verse. “As no one knows who is to be called on, all are 
prepared,” 

In a few instances the infant classes seemed to be the 
most hopeful department of the schools. One wrote: 
“ Just now little attention is paid to memorizing Scripture 

except in the infant class. lt was not successful among 
the larger scholars.” A lady made a spirited protest 
against this tendency, urging that the exercise should be 
“treated with due honor as an intellectual discipline, and 
not regarded as borrowed from the infant class.’ The 
learning of the books of the Bible in their order was said 

to be facilitated by the plan of having teachers and scholars 
recite one verse every Sunday, selected from each book of 
the Bible in succession. Taking a word, as “ faith,” 
“ charity,” “ hope,” etc., and asking each scholar to find and 
recite @ verse containing that word was a plan which 
“ worked very well, the children responding very generally.” 
A touching illustration of the good Bible work that an 
invalid may do was shown in the case of a teacher who 
had not left her bed for two years, but to whose room 
came, every Friday afternoon, from ten to twenty children, 
to spend two hours in singing and reciting Scripture. Af- 
ter the reading of written replies the several questions 
were discussed 1m five-minute speeches by gentlemen pre- 
viously appointed. Then the meeting was thrown open 
for volunteer discussion, the speakers being limited to 
three minutes each, and cut off short at the expiration of 
that brief time by an inexorable bell. These exercises were 
closed by giving answers to the several questions in Bible 
words. The answers given below correspond to the ques- 
tions printed at the head of this article: 

1. 1 Tim. 4:11, These things command and teach. 

2. Deut.6:9. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of 
thine house, 

3. Deut.6: 7. And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down 
and when thou risest up. 

4. Prov.7:3. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon 
the table of thine heart. 

5. Deut. 32:46. Set your hearts unto all the words which I 
testify among you this day, which ye shall command your chil- 
dren to observe to do all the words of this law. 

6. 1 Sam. 19:3. And I will go out and stand beside my Father 
in the field where thou art; and I will commune with my Father 
of thee; and what I see that I will tell thee. 

7. Jer. 32:40, And I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them to do them good, but I 
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 

8. Deut.6:6. And these words which I command thee this day 
shall be in thine heart. 

9. Psa 119: 9. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 
way? By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 


11. Psa. 119: 11. Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I 


Since the number of verses which can be committed to | might not sin against thee. 
memory is necessarily limited, it was urged that the verses 
selected must often be taken from outside the lessons, in 


12. Psa. 119: 33, 34,24. Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy 
statues, and I shall keep it unto the end. Give me under- 
standing and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my 
whole heart. Thy testimonies also are my delight and my eoun- 
sellors. 

13. Deut. 6: 8. And thou shalt bind them for asign upon 


| come in the glory 


14. Matt. 16: 27. For the Son of man st 
E 





angels; and theg he shall reward every 
15. Prov. 22: 13. The slothful man saith, there is a lion with- 
out; I shall be slain in the streets. 
16. 1 Cor. 11: 24 


that ye come not together unto condemnation 


If any man hunger, let him eat at home, 


17. Psa. 68: 6. God setteth the solitary in families; he 


bringeth out those which are bound with chains. 


deem rewards useful as inducements for extraordinary 18. Psa. 119: 6; Acts 20: 27. Then shall I not be ashamed 
efforts. Others considered such rewards a manifest injus- | when I have respect unto all thy cor 


nandments' ForI bave 


tice to e jually diligent scholars not gifted with the verbal] | 2ot shunned to deliver unto you all the counsel of God. 
One teacher of a 
class of boys from thirteen to seventeen years of age (the | similar plan, is “ Infant Classes,” 


The topic for the January meeting, conducted upon a 
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LESSON HELPS. 


a A 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 


8. Jan. 20,—The Covenant Renewed-.~.....--.-~..-- 2 Chron, 15: 8-15 
4. Jan, 27.—Jehoshaphat’s Prosperity.—-..---.----2 Chron, 17: 1-10 
6. Feb. 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved--__-------.------- 2 Chron, 19 : 1-9 
6. Feb, 10.—Jehoshaphat Helped of God_....---- 2 Chron. 20; 14-22 
7. Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple_.........2 Chron, 24: 4-13 
8 Feb, 24.—Uzziah’s Pride Punished..........._.. 2 Chron, 26: 16-23 
9, March 3,.—Ahaz's Persistent Wickedness__.___2 Chron, 28 : 19-27 
10, March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign._...........2 Chron, 29: 1-11 
11, March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians_......__2 Chron. 82: 9-21 


12, March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance.._.2 Chron, 33: 9-16 
13, March 31.—Review. 


LESSON 5, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1878. 
Title: JEHOSHAPHAT REPROVED. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Tuere 1s no ryrquity witn tue Lorp ove Gop, 
NOR RESPECT OF PERSONS, NOR TAKING OF Gi¥FTs.—2 Chron. 19: T. 


Lesson Topic: God's Fatherly Care. 


1, Sin Reproved, v. 1, 2. 
Outline: < 2. Good Commended, v. 3. 
3. Uprightness Restored, v. 4-9. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Jan. 28: 2Chron. 19: 1-9, God's fatherly care. 
Tuesday, Jan. 29: Heb, 12: 1-11. God's faithful rebukes. 
Wednesday, Jan. 30: Psa. 86: 1-17, God's tender mercy, 
Thursday, Jan. 31: Psa, 103: 1-22. God's gracious pity. 
Friday, Feb. 1: Matt. 10: 16-31. God's watchful providence. 
Saturday, Feb. 2: 2 Pet. 1: 1-11, God's precious promises. 
Sunday, Feb. 3: 1 John 3: 1-10. God's abounding love. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(2 Chron. 19: 1-9.] 

1. And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in 
peace to Jerusalem. 

2. And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, 
aud said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lorn? therefore is wrath upon thee 
from before the Lorp. 

3. Nevertheless, there are good things found in thee, in that 
thou hast taken away the groves out of the land, and hast pre- 
pared thine heart to seek God. 

4. And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem ; and he went out again 
through the people from Beersheba to mount Ephraim, and brought 
them back unto the Lorp God of their fathers, 

5. And he set judges in the land throughout all the fenced 
cities of Judah, city by city, 

6. And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do: for ye judge 
not for man, but for the Lorp, who is with you in the judgment. 

7. Wherefore now let the fear of the Lorp be upon you; take 
heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lorp our God, 
nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 

8. Moreover, in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, 
and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for 
the judgment of the Lorn, and for controversies, when they 
returned to Jerusalem. 

9. And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of 
the Lorp, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron. 19:1. Returned... in peace. And it 
came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
that they said, It is the king of Israel. Therefore they compassed 
him about to fight: but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord 
helped him; and God moved them to depart from him, For it 
eame to pass, that, when the captains of the chariots perceived 
that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back again from 
pursuing him, 2 Chron. 18: 31, 32. 





V.2. The seer.——Beforetime in Israel, when a man went 
te inquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go to the seer: 
for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer 
18am. 9: 9.——The word of the Lord came unto the prophet 
Gad, David's seer. 2 Sam. 24: 11. Samuel the seer. 1 Chron. 
26: 28. Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, 
they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book 
of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer. 1 Chron 














29: 29. And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of 
Judah. 2 Chron. 16: 7——The seers hath he covered. Isa 
29: 10. Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, 


Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things 
prophesy deceits. Isa. 30: 10. And Amaziah said unto Amos, 
O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there 
eat bread and prophesy there. Amos 7; 12. 

Shouldest thou help the ungodly ?——But there was 
none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness 
in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. 
1 Kings 21: 25, And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth-gilead? 
And he answered him, I am as thou art, and my people as thy 
people; and we will be with thee in the war. So the king of 











Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah,went up to Ramoth-gilead. 
2 Chron. 18: 3, 28-———Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate 
thee? And amI not grieved with them that rise up against 
thee? I hate them with a perfect hatred: I count them mine 
enemies, Psa, 139: 21,22——Who, knowing the judgment of 
God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them 
Rom. 1: 32. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them. Eph. 5:11. 


Wrath upon thee. But Hezekiah rendered not again 
according to the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted 
up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2 Chron. 32: 25 We are consumed by thine 
anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled. Psa 90:7 For 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness. Rom, 1:18 For if we would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged. But when we are judged we are chastened of 
the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 
1 Cor, 11: 31, 32, 

V.3. Good things found in thee.— He only of Jero- 
boam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found some 
good thing toward the Lord God of Israe! in the house of Jero- 
boam. 1 Kings 14: 13. For I know that in me, that is, in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is good I find not. Rom. 7: 18. 
I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's 
seat is: and thou huldest fast my name, and hast net denied my 
faith. Rey. 2: 13, 


Prepared thine heart.——Prepare your hearts unto the 
Lord, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Philistines. 1 Sam. 7: 3——Keep this for ever in 
the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and 
prepare their heart unto thee. 1 Chron. 29: 18— —And he did 
evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord. 2 Chron. 
12: 14——But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good Lord 
pardon every one that prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord 
God of his fathers. 2 Chron. 30: 19.——Ezra had prepared his 
heart to seek the law of the Lord and to do tt, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and judgments, Ezra 7: 10. 























vV.4. Brought them back. And they entered into a 
covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their 
heart and with all their soul. 2 Chron. 15: 12 And he shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers. Mal, 4: 6 And he shall go before 
him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. Luke 1:17. 

vV.6. Take heed what ye do.——But take diligent heed 
to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of 
the Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in 
all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto 
him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul. 
Josh. 22: 5.——Take heed now ; for the Lord hath chosen thee to 
build a house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do t¢. 1 Chron. 
28: 10 ——Take heed, and beware of covetousness. Luke 12: 15 
——Take heed that ye be not deceived. Luke 21: 8.——Ye men 
of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touch- 
ing these men. Acts 4: 35. Take heed what thou doest; for 
this man isa Roman. Acts 22: 26. 














Ye judge not for man,——Ye shall not respect persons in 
judgment: but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye 
shall not be afraid of the face of man: for the judgment ts God's. 
Deut. 1: 17.——How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the 
persons of the wicked? Psa. 82: 2. If thou seest the oppres- 
sion of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice 
in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher 
than the highest regardeth: and there be higher than they. 
Eccl. 5: 8. 

vV.7. Let the fear... be upon you.——This do, and 
live; for I fear God. Gen. 42:18 Even their servants bare 
rule over the people: but so did not I, because of the fear of 
God. Neh. 5: 15. Fear God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man, Eccl. 12: 13. 











No iniquity with the Lord.——Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right? Gen. 18: 25 A God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he. Deut. 32:4 Is God unright- 
eous who taketh vengeance? I speak as a man; God forbid: 
for then now shall God judge the world? Rom. 3: 5, 6, 








Nor respect of persons,——For the Lord your God is God 
of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, 
which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward. Deut. 10: 17. 
——Thou regardest not the person of men. Matt. 22: 16——Of 
a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons. Acts 
10: 34 ——The Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to every man’s work. 1 Pet. 1: 17. 


Nor taking of gifts.——And thou shalt take no gift: for 
the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words of the 
righteous. Ex. 23: 8. Every one loveth gifts, and followeth 
after rewards. Isa. 1: 23.——That they may do evil with both 
hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a 
reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: 
so they wrap it up. Micah 7: 3. 





Vv. 8 The judgment.——Moreover thou shalt provide 
out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of 
thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of 
tens: and let them judge the people at all seasons. Ex. 18: 21, 22. 
——And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near; .. . and 





by their word shall every controversy and every stroke be tried. 
Deut. 21: 5. 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE-REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


In Lesson IV. the accession of Jehoshaphat to the throne 
of Israel was stated, and some account was given of his 
subsequent efforts to strengthen his kingdom internally and 
externally. The commission which he sent to instruct his 
people started in the third year of his reign, or in B. C. 912. 
This wise measure produced a rapid increase of power in 
Judah, so that ‘‘all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
round about Judah ” were inspired with the fear of Jehovah, 
and attempted no war against his favored people. From 
the Philistines and the Arabians, some went so far as to 
offer presents and tribute to Jehoshaphat. In this period of 
prosperity internal improvements progressed, business was 
good, the army was increased to 1,160,000 men with addi- 
tional forces in the several garrisons. (See 2 Chron. 17: 
10-19; and with v. 19, compare v. 2.) It is, however, 
probable that the figures here given are too large. 

This prosperous term extended some fifteen years without 
interruption, and “Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in 
abundance.” Led, perhaps, by a desire to reunite the two 
kingdoms, he “joined affinity with Ahab,” king of Israei 
(2 Chron. 18:1; 1 Kings 22: 44); his son Jehoram being 
married to Ahab’s daughter Athaliah (see 2 Kings 8 : 16-18, 
25-27; 2 Chron. 21: 5,6; 22:1, 2). About the year B.C. 
897, Jehoshaphat went to visit Ahab, in Samaria. Here 
they arranged for a joint endeavor to recover from the 
Syrians the city Ramoth-gilead, which lay east of the 
Jordan. The account of this movement, resulting in Ahab’s 
death, and in the complete discomfiture of the aliied armies, 
is given in 2 Chron. 18: 2-34, and 1 Kings 22: 2: 40, which 
chapters are almost precisely alike. 1t was from this dis- 
aster that Jehoshaphat ‘returned to his house in peace to 
Jerusalem,” as the first verse of Lesson V. states. 

Jehu the seer who reproved Jehoshaphat appears several 
times in the history of Judah and Israel. His father was 
probably the seer who rebuked Asa and was imprisoned 
therefor (2 Chron. 16: 7-10). Jehu appeared to Baasha, 
king of Israel, and denounced him, about B. C. 930 (1 Kings 
16- 1-7). His next recorded appearance is that in Lesson 
V., after an interval of more than thirty years. Jehu out- 
lived Jehoshaphat and wrote his life (2 Chron. 20: 34). 

The geographical boundaries given in y. 4 indicate the 
full extent of the land, Beersheba being upon its southern 
boundary, and Mount Ephraim upon its northern. In a 
direct line these points were some fifty miles apart. Jehosha- 
phat’s tour through his domain was purely of a mission- 
ary character. He ‘dwelt at Jerusalem,” attending to his 
own affairs, and going forth on no more wild adventures, 

David selected judges from among the Levites (1 Chron. 
23: 3,4), but Jehoshaphat found it necessary to reorganize 
the system, and to improve its moral tone. He appointed 
judges from the priests, the Levites, and the other chief 
men of the nation, who constituted a supreme court at 
Jerusalem; Amariah, the chief priest, being heard in the 
religious concerns, and Zebadiah in civil concerns (vy. 8-11). 
The institution of such a tribunal accords with the scheme 
given in Ex. 18: 19-26; Deut. 8 : 13. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(1.) And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his 
house in peace to Jerusalem. (2) And Jehu the son of 
Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to king 
Jehoshaphat, Should one help the wicked, and shouldst thou 
love them that hate Jehovah? And for this there is wrath 
upon thee from Jehovah. (3) Yet, there are good things 
found with thee, in that thou hast destroyed the Asheroth 
out of the land, and hast prepared thy heart to seek God. 
(4.) And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem. And he went out 
again through the people from Bsersheba to the hill-country 
of Ephraim, and brought them back to Jehovah the God of 
their fathers. (5) And he set judges in the land in all the 
fortified cities of Judah, city by city. (6.) And he said to 
the judges, Take heed what you do, for ye judge not to man 
but to Jehovah, and he is with you in the judgment. (7.) 
And now, let the fear of Jehovah be upon you; observe and 
do; for there is no iniquity with Jehovah. our God, nor 
respect of persons, nor taking of bribes. (8) And also in 
Jerusalem Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the priests, 
and of the heads of the fathers’-houses of Israel for the judg- 
ment of Jehovah and for legal controversies. And they 
returned to Jerusalem. (9) And he commanded them, saying, 
Thus shall ye do in the fear of Jehovah, with faithfulness 
and with perfect heart. 

NOTES. 


The preceding chapter (18) describes the unfortunate expe- 
dition of Ahab and Jehoshaphat against Ramoth-gilead, In 
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response to the application of his ally, the king of Judah 
had put himself and his troops at his disposal, but first wished 
to know the will of Jehovah concerning the proposed cam- 
paign. It is noticeable that Jehovah is recognized as God by 
Ahab, and that he has four hundred prophets of Jehovah, 
whose predictions accord precisely with the king's desires. 
Another of his prophets, Micaiah, Ahab says he hates, 
because he always prophesied evil of him. The picture of 
the interview between the kings and the prophets is vivid 
and dramatically striking, and especially valuable as illus- 
trating the etatus and character of the prophets of the time. 
The majority of them see in Ahab’s patriotic purpose to 
recover Ramoth-gilead from the Syrians only promise of 
good fortune. But Micaiah’s judgment differed from theirs 
in having for its basis a sharp moral-religious estimate of 
Ahab’s character; the king ws an idolater, had introduced 
wickedness into Israel, and the prophet can see nothing but 
misfortune in his plans. Then the king’s free way of dealing 
with the prophet is instructive; he holds him responsible for 
the evil he predicts (v. 17), and finally imprisons him (v. 26. 
Compare Asa’s similar conduct, 16: 10), without, however, 
aff-cting the stout-hearted confidence of Micaiah, who, while 
the offisers are leading him away, hurls a last threatening 


word at the king, and calls on the people to be witnesses. | 


All this while Jehoshaphat says nothing, and at last goes to 
Ramoth-gilead with Ahab, though Micaiah had distinctly 
predicted the death of the king of Israel, and in an elabo- 
rate dramatic picture had declared the falseness of the com- 
plaisant four hundred. The issue of the battle was accord- 
ing to the word of Micaiah: Ahab was slain by a random 
shot, his army retreated undisturbed by the enemy, and 
Jehoshaphat himself narrowly escaped death. Our lesson 


takes up the history as he approaches his capital on his return 
from the battle. 


Verse 1.—Jehoshaphat returns in peace, unwounded. 
Probably his army had suffered somewhat in the battle, but 
he himself had escaped death, and he could hardly fail to be 
impressed by the danger he had been in, and his narrow 


escape, which is referred by the historian to Jehovah's special 
interposition (18: 31). 


Verse 2 —And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to 
mest him. If the father of Jehu is the same with the Hanani 
of chapter 16: 7-10, the bold reprover of Asa (as is not 
improbable), we have here an interesting example of son 
succeeding father in prophetic office and in courageous zeal. 
It is probable, also, that it is our Jehu who is mentioned in 
1 Kings 16: 1-4, 5, as having denounced Baasha’s idolatry 
(the calf-worship of Jeroboam) and predicted the destruction 
of his dynasty. If so, he was active both in Israel and 
in Judah; but if the Hanani of Asa was his father, we should 
infer, perhaps, that he was a native or a citizen of the south- 
ern kingdom. It was now thirty-six years since Baasha’s 
death, and Jehu muit have ben wall advanced in life; but 
he is a3 watchful and bold as ever. He did not wait for 
Jehoshaphat to enter his palace, but went out to meet him, as 
Azariah went to meet Asa (chapter 15: 2),in order to deliver 
his prophetic word while the memory of the recent occur- 
rences was still fresh in the king’s mind. The prophets were 
accustomed to deliver their messages from God not in private, 
but in public, where the people might hear (so Shemaiah, 
Elijah; but occasionally, as in the histories of Ahijah and 
Jeremiah, a word was spoken in private)—The charge of 
Jehu against the king is that he had made alliance with the 
enemies of Jehovah: Should one help the wicked, and shouldest 
thou love them that hate Jehovah? The allusion is to the fact 
that Jehoshaphat had married his son Jehoram to Athaliah, 
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel (2 Chron. 21: 6), and had 
entered into an alliance offansive and defensive with Ahab. 
Tais alliance would seem to have been dictated by the sound- 
est considerations of human policy. The kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel had been wasting their strength in frater- 
nal contests, and their northern neighbor, the Syrian king- 
dom of Damascens, had been steadily growing in power and 
aistealily making encroachments southward. Already it 
had seized on and held a large territory on the east of the 
Jordan, and showed every disposition to reduce Israel to sub- 
jection, after which Judah would fall an easy prey. What 
more natural than that Jehoshaphat should join Israel in 
repelling these dangerous advances of Syria? so, apparently, 
the statesmen of Judah reasoned. But Jehu regarded the 
qnestion from another point of view. He held that alliance 
with the id >later Ahab could bring only disaster. The wor- 
ship of the Phonician Baal introduced by Ahab and Jezebel 
was morally degrading and religiously destructive, and alli- 
ance with Israel would lead to the predominance of Baal- 
worship in Judah. At all hazards the pure worship of Jeho- 
vah must be maintained ; to secure this end, all merely politi- 
cal considerations must be set aside. And because Jehosha- 
phat had disregarded or forgotten this principle, there was 
wrathupon him from Jehovah. It is hardly to be supposed 
that the pious king Jehoshaphat had consciously risked the 
religious contamination of his people by Baalism for the sake 
of a political advantage. He had no doubt relied on the 
strict measures he had taken for the maintenance of the wor- 














ship of Jehovah, and purposed not to relax his efforts against 
idolatry. He might have pleaded that David had made an 
alliance unblamed with the idolatrous Hiram of Tyre, and 
Solomon with the king of Egypt. But Jehu might properly 
have replied that the circumstances were different; that 
while political friendship with a distinct idolatrous nation 
might be maintained without prejudice to the religious inter- 
ests of Israel, the proximity of Samaria and Bethel to Judah 
made intimate social intercourse between the two kingdoms a 
necessary consequence of alliance, and brought with it a dan- 
gerous invitation to idolatry. 

Verse 3 — Yet there are good things found with thee. Jehu 
softens his rebuke by referringto what Jehoshaphat had done 
in the extirpation of idolatry and in seeking Jehovah. The 
Asheroth are the same as the Asherim before mentioned (the 
feminine form instead of the masculine), posts dedicated to the 
goddess Ashtoreth (Astarte) —Prepared thy heart. “ Set or 
fixed thy heart,” denoting a settled and resolute purpose. The 
prophet does not say, but means it to be understood, that for 
the sake of this good conduct of the king, the punish- 
ment due to his offsnse will be remitted or diminished. 
Nothing is said in this conneetion of how Jehoshaphat 
received the rebuke. He did not commit the bold seer to 
prison, as his father Asa did. And soon after we find him 
entering on a new work of religious and judical reform ; 
whether this was prompted by penitence for a fault we have 
no means of determining. But later he joins affinity with 
Ahaziah the son of Ahab, and is again reproved by Eliezer 
(chapter 20: 35-37); and still later aids Jehoram, Ahaziah’s 
successor in a campaign against the rebellious Moabites 
(1 Kings 3). It is clear, therefore, that he did not desist 
from his policy of alliance with Israel. Apparently, per- 
suaded of the wisdom of his course, he chose to persevere in 
it, notwithstanding the remonstrance of the prophets. Of 
the issue we know nothing more than is contained in the 
favorable verdict given on his character in chapter 20: 32 
It is worthy of remark also that Jehu was himself the his- 
torian of Jehoshaphat’s reign (20: 34), and we should 
expect from hima full account and a candid judgment. 
The prophet’s final judgment seems to have been favorable. 

Verse 4 —Jehoshaphat’s renewed religious reform. Before 
the expedition with Ahab he had entered on the work of 
teaching the people (17:79). Now he sets ont again 
to continue his religious work. His territory is described 
as reaching from Beersheba, on the south to the hill country of 
Ephraim on the north. It did not include the whole of the 
tribe-territory of Benjamin up to the Ephraimitic hills, for 
Bethel in Benjamin was the centre of the northern worship ; 
but the body of the Benjamites adhered to Judah, and that 
kingdom also held cities apparently within the territory of 
Ephraim (captured by Asa, 15:8). The quiet possession 
of these cities was doubtless arranged between Jehosha- 
phat and his allies, the kings of Israel, and the peace between 
the two kingdoms now allowed him to pursue his work 
uninterrupted. The expression brought them back to Je- 
hovah indicates that they had left him. It is the same fact 
of constant defection from Jehovah and yielding to idolatry 
that meets us everywhere in the history up to the Baby- 
lonian exile—On the phrase the Gol of their fathers, see 
the note on chap. 14: 4. 


Verse 5.—After finishing this tour directed against idol- 
atry, or during its progress, Jehoshaphat, indefatigable in 
his efforts for the well-being of his people, undertook a 
reform of the judicial service: he set yudges in the land. In 
the simple social constitution handed down from very early 
times, and adopted, regulated, and perhaps extended by 
Moses, the judicial function was performed by heads of 
households, clans, and tribes; there was, as far as we know, 
no special education for the office,and no governmental 
appointment (the shophet, or judge, of the Book of Judges, 
was not a mere judicial, but an executive officer). As the 
nation grew, the need for the establishment of a special class 
of judicial officars became apparent; and David assigned 
this work to certain Levites. Either David's arrangement 
proved insufficient, or since his time corruption had crept in, 
co that now there was need of further organization, which 
Jenoshaphat undertakes to provide. The judges that he put 
in all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city, were partly of 
the tribe of Levi, partly non-Levitical, as we’may infer from 
verse 8. Inasmuch as these were selected by the king or 
his officers, it is to be supposed that care was taken to 
appoint men of wisdom and integrity, and thus to give the 
right tone to the system at its initiation. 

Verse 6 —This verse and the following contain the king's 
charge to the judges, admirable in its brevity and compre- 
hensiveness. First he points out their accountability to 
God: ye judge not to man but to Jehovah: that is, your eye 
is to be fixed on God, and all your acts are to be directed to 
him as your lord. This declaration was true of Israelitish 
judges both in a judicial and in an ethical sense. The code 
by which they were governed was from Jehovah, and their 
consciences were to be conformed to his will. He was their 
liege lord and sovereign, and would hold them accountable 
for their decisions. The will of the holy God would be a 





better guide than their unassisted consciences. He adds 
(according to the most probable translation): Ae is with you 
in the judgment; Jehovah would be present to counsel and 
guide in the solemn daties of their offics. With such a view 
of the judicial position, he might well say: Take heed what 
ye do. This is a lofty and inspiring conception of the office 
of judge: standing in the presence of God, in the very com- 
pany of God, the judge is with pure heart to think and 
decide and act in a way worthy of this solemn presence and 
so as to gain the approval of his divine lord. 

Verse 7.—Having thus stated their relation to God, he 
now gives the general directions which this relation sug- 
gests. The special temptations of judges are oppression and 
bribery, and Jehovah's character is addaced as a warning 
against their yielding tothem. First among judicial vices 
is named iniquity, general lack of integrity, especially of 
judicial fairness and truthfalness, from whatever cause; see 
Jer. 7: 4,5. Then, respect of persons, discrimination in favor 
of certain persons from personal partiality for them, or from 
desire to gain their good-will or their aid, without regard to 
the justice of their cause. Lastly, taking of bribes. All these 
vices, oppression, subserviency, venality, were common 
enough among the judges of Judah, as we learn from the 
prophets (Micah 3:11; 7:3; Isa.5: 23), Jehoshaphat 
attempts to guard his officers against them by presenting 
Jehovah's holiness as an example to follow, and a pledge of 
the punishment that would be visited on judicial corruption. 

Verse 8—The high court of appeal. In addition to the 
local courts the king established at Jerusalem an appellate 
court to decide cases brought up from the cities (man- 
slaughter and conflict ot laws, v. 10), and perhaps to act also 
as primary court for the capital. The members were Levites 
and prizsts, and certain of the heads of the fathers’ houses of 
Israel. These last were of the nobility or aristocracy, chiefs 
of families or clans. The Israelitish tribes were subdivided 
into groups of households, each tracing its descent from a com- 
mon ancestor and called a ‘fathers’ house” (as the Culebites 
in Judah from Caleb) or patrece ; the heads or chiefs of these 
(somewhat like the chiefs of Scottish clans) were termed 
“heads of fathers’-houses” (sometimes simply “heads of 
fathers’) or patreciarchs. The best of these men, whose 
position gave them authority and opportunity of culture, 
together with chosen priests and Levites, the king made into 
his supreme court, the importance of which is obvious. The 
cases that came before them were of two classes: first, the 
judgment of Jehovah, matters affecting the Temple, vows, etc., 
under the control of the priest Amariah ; and, second, legal 
controversies, purely civil cases, relating to property, homi- 
cide, etc., under Zebadiah, prince of the tribe of Judah. The 
judicial organization was thus a complete and well-consid- 
ered one.—The statement and they returned to Jerusalem 
refers to the “went out” of v.4; the king and his advisers 
went through the country establishing the courts, and, 
having finished, came back to Jerusalem. This statement 
seems to belong properly to v. 7. 

Verse 9—The king's exhortation to these officers is sub- 
stantially the same as that of v. 6,7: they were to judge 
with faithfulness, fidelity to the law and to God, and with 
perfect heart, with purity of motive and aim, with whole- 
heartedness. The thus is explained in v. 10, where the 
duties of this court are detailed. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 





Jehoshaphat . . . returned to his house in peace (v.1). He 
had been off on a wicked mission. While his evil colleague 
had been slain, he had been spared of God, and permitted to 
come back to his home in safety. His return was not in 
reward for his well-doing; it was of God’s mercy, that he 
might have space for repentance and reformation. If a 
young man reaches his home in peace after an evening or a 
night of sinning, let him thank God that he was not cut off in 
his transgression, and that there is now an opportunity for 
him to turn from his sins and find pardon. But let him who 
would start on a mission of evil remember that not every 
wrong-doer is permitted to return to his house in peace—and 
what then? 

Shouldest thow help the ungodly, and love them that hate 
the Lord? (v. 2.) You must be on one side or the other in 
the great conflict between the Lord and hisenemics. “ There 
is no discharge in that war.” Everybody has a part in it. 
If you help the ungodly in their ungodliness, you help them 
to fight against God. If you love them that hate the Lord— 
love them as haters of the Lord—your heart is closed against 
him whom they hate. What if you can make money, or 
get a better social position, or secure office, or have “a good 
time,” by joining hands with them? Fellowship with them 
is enmity against the Lord. You must be counted as his 
enemies—and take the consequences. Be careful how, in 
religion, or politics, or business, or social life, you give help 
in their ungodliness to the ungodly. 

Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. If a 
man sows the wind, he must reap the whirlwind. If he 
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defies the law, he must suffer the penalties of the law. If he 
joins the Lord’s enemies, he must have defeat when the 
Lord's cause is triumphant. “ All things work together for 
good to them that love God ;” and all things work the other 
way for them who are on the other side. If a young man, 
or an old one, 1s dishonest, or untruthful, or intemperate, or 
licentious, or treacherous, and comes to lose character, and 
friends, and property, and health, and comfort, and hope, he 
can remember his evil courses, and say, “ Therefore is wrath 
upon me from before the Lord.” 


Nevertheless, there are good things found in thee (vy. 3). It 
is always easier to see the bad than to see the good. It 
requires no ability to point out the defects in a work of 
nature or of art, in a flower, a picture, a sermon, or a char- 
acter. It often requires genius, it always requires charity, 
to see the good in that which is defective and faulty. There 
are few things in which faults are not apparent; few also in 
which there is no good. Robertson says, that there are in 
all of us, at our best estate, the germs of the worst of crimes 
—evil which would make men shrink from us if they should 
see us as we are; and that there remains, in the worst of men, 
some vestige of the divine image in which he was originally 
created. It is Christ-like to note the good and to cominend 
it. Our Saviour is quickest of all observers in perceiving 
that which is commendable in our spirit or actions, and in 
readiness to stimulate and encourage its development. It 
is well that he, and not the most partial of our earthly friends, 
is to be finally our Judge 

And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do(v. 6). No 
matter what power 18 in a man’s hands, or what station he 
occupies, he has occasicn to take heed to his speech and conduct. 
Be he parent or teacher, superintendent or pastor, employer, 
judge, congressman, or president, he is liable to temptation, 
liable to transgression and its consequences, Whenever there 
is an opportunity of wrong-doing, let a man—or a boy— 
realize his responsibility and his danger, and take heed what 
he does, 


Ye judge not for man, but for the Lord. It is impor- 
tant for a man to know to whom he is responsible for his con- 
duct. <A servant, a soldier, a public official, a clergyman, a 
rcholar, a citizen, needs to know who is over him in author- 
ity, and from whom he should take orders. To the Christian 
there is no room for doubt on this point: ‘One is your 
Master, even Christ.” Not what our fellows think of our 
course, but how the Lord looks at it, is the test of its correct- 
ness. Whatif the public disapproves or condemns us; what 
if we lose favor, friends, place, property ; what if we seem to 
stand utterly alone in our opinions and purposes—because 
of adhering to our convictions, and of persevering in the 
right? We judge not for man, but for the Lord. To our 
own Master—and to him only—we stand or we fall. 


There is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor respect of 
persons, nor taking of gifts (v. 7). The prominence given to 
this truth looks very much as if corruption and favoritism 
and bribery were not unknown among the judges of the 
“good old times” which so many croakers of to-day are 
wishing were brought back to us. In fact, there was never 
so little of evil in this line in any age as in the present. Let 
us thank God for that. Yet old-time sins are not dead yet. 
There are still a great many people who think they can 
bribe the Lord. They goto him in prayer, and tell him that 
if he will help them out of this trouble they will do this 
thing or that. They go to church—in the evening; they 
stop drinking—for a few weeks; they puta little money 
into the contribution box, they read an occasional chapter in 
the Bible; and they do, or stop doing, a great many other 
things in the hope that it will have some influence on the 
Lord, when they particularly feel the need of his favor, and 
know they shall not have it on their merit. The wonder 
is that anybody is foolish enough to suppose that he can de- 
ceive the Lord by such silly pretences as these. Our golden 
toxt is a time'y word to all who are guilty of this folly. 


Then shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and 
with a perfect heart (v. 9), Here is counsel, not for judges 
only, but for everybody; not alone for the days of Jehosha- 
phat, but for all tame. Whoever has anything to do ought 
to do it in the fear of the Lord, ought to do it faithfully, 
ought to do it with a wholly devoted heart. It is right to 
fear the Lord, to have a holy reverence toward him as Soy- 
ereign, Master, Judge; to be afraid to disobey his laws, or to 
fail of doing him service. It is right to do one’s duty faith- 
fully, to do what ought to be done,—and thatal one; to do it 
with fidelity to God, and with fairness toward men. It is 
right to do whatever one has to do with a whole heart—a 
wholly devoted heart; to do as if it were the thing of all 
things just then demanding attention, and worthy of the 
entire energies of a consecrated soul.- Whether it is writing 
or reading a letter, teaching a Sunday-school class, leading a 
prayer-meeting, telling a story to one’s child, buying or sell- 
ing dry goods, running a locomotive, taking a walk, work- 
ing on a farm, giving a judicial decision, or casting a citizen's 
vote, a person ought to do it “in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart.” 





CHRISTIAN ALLIANCES 


MEN. 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


WITH WICKED 


It is wonderful at how many points the biographies of the 
Old Testament touch modern life. 

“ Shouldest thou help the ungodly ; and love them that hate 
the Lord?” Such is the reproof addressed by the prophet to 
the king of Judah. Jehoshaphat seems to have been a good 
sort of man, as the world goes—better than the average of 
his age. ‘Good things are found in thee,” is the kindly 
judgment of the prophet about him. But he was an ambi- 
tious man. He wanted to stand well with the world. He 
aspired to the glory of a splendid reign. To promote his 
political aspirations, he sought alliance with one of the most 
impious princes of the time, and an apostate from the true 
religion. As the monarch of a theocratic government he 
could hardly have done a worse thing. 

Jehoshaphat was a representative man; representative 
of a large class of good men in every age who, for selfish 
ends, choose their friends from among the irreligious and the 
worldly. 

1. The friendship of wicked men is one of the most dan- 
gerous social temptations to which Christians are subjected. 
Modern life in cities illustrates it with special force. 

The wealth of the world is very largely in the hands of 
men who are not the friends of Christ. Wealth is a great 
power. It commands respect. Honestly gained and prop- 
erly used, it deserves respect. It is not necessarily a sin 
to desire the friendship of the rich. 

In many communities, intelligence and culture also are 
possessed mainly by the irreligious. Religion often thrives 
best amongst the poor and the illiterate. 

“ Not many rich or noble called: 
Not many great or wise; 

They whom God makes his kings and priests 
Are poor in human eyes.” 


They who heard Christ gladly were the common people. 


“ Have any of the ruiers believed on him?” His chosen 
apostles were humble tradesmen and fisherfolk. 
Irreligious men are often very bright men. They are 


brilliant conversers, ready wits, racy in thought and speech. 
Even profane men are forcible talkers. The society of such 
men is often fascinating. Fun, repartee, humorous anecdote, 
though not forbidden by the Christian religion, it must be 
conceded, are not its strong points. Irreligion often seems 
to have a monopoly of them. The joy of a godly life does 
not depend largely on the risible faculties. The young, 
therefore, often find powerful allurement to irreligious friend- 
ships in the social brilliancy of those who are living without 
God. 

The interests of business sometimes create a similar peril 
Two men once took the lease of a hotel. One was a pro- 
fessing Christian, the other not. The enterprise threatened 
to bankrupt them both. Nothing could save them but the 
secret and illegal sale of intoxicating drinks. The Christian 
partner’s faith was not strong enough to withstand the reso- 
lute selfishness of the other. 

In a higher circle of life, professional success often tempts 
a young man of aspiring mind to seek to ally himself with 
those who love not God, and care nothing for his cause. 
Many years ago, a young lawyer, who afterwards became a 
Senator of the United States, was a member of an obscure 
church in the mountains of New Hampshire. So long as he 
remained nestled among the hills, he was faithful to the 
religion of his fathers. But his professional prospects 
required him to migrate to the metropolis of New England. 
There he found himself in a new world. The faith of his 
childhood was unpopular. Very largely it was the faith 
of the poor and the middling classes of society. The wealth, 
the culture, the social rank, the professional prestige of the 
community, were compacted in almost solid phalanx against 
it. Prejudice against it ran so high that the churches in 
which it was preached were branded with opprobrious 
nicknames. Their worshipers were hustled in the street. 

It was a severe temptation to the youthful and brilliant 
lawyer, who may have felt that he had the making of the 
first senator of the age in his brain. The necessities of his 
professional future—yes, of his professional usefulness— 
seemed to compel him to abandon the old faith of the 
Pilgrims, and to seek association with the magnates of the 
bar and the bench by casting in his lot with those who 
denied Christ. He fell before the temptation. From that 
time to his death his religious faith, though probably not 
theoretically changed, was clouded over and practically 
buried under his professional alliances. 

This form of trial is often not only severe but insidious. The 
wiles of a crafty adversary seldom create one more plausible 
and alluring. There seems to be no escape from it, and 
often nothing fatal in it. Men find themselves confronted by 
a compact and insurmountable wall of circumstance, which 
shuts them in and hedges them around. As they see things, 
no course is left to them but to choose their friends from the 
secret or avowed enemies to the cross of Christ. Said an 





excellent Christian lady not long ago: “‘ Almost my entire 
circle of friends is made up of those who have no sympathy 
with my religion. In the city where I live, there are no 
others with whom I can associate on terms of social equality.” 

2. Of this trial of Christian principle, it should be further 
said, that the Christian religion requires no narrow or ascetic 
seclusion from the world. “I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil.” Such was the sensible prayer of our Lord 
for his disciples. No fanaticism here. It is our chief disci- 
pline for a better world to learn to live as a good man should 
in this world. 

A crystal is sometimes formed in the embrace of a boulder 
of granite. To clear it of its rough enclosure, and to bring 
its beautiful facets to the light, nature submerges it in deep 
waters, shatters it by tempests, and abrades it by contact 
with stones and mud, and the rubbish of the sea. Thus a 
redeemed soul is by the plan of God immersed in the cares 
and toils and enticements and usefulness of a world of sin, 
so that by sheer resistance to evil, and abrasion with depravity, 
it may be polished to the transparent image of Him who 
made it. 

The thing which Christian principle forbids, is the seeking 
of worldly friendships and alliances for selfish ends, and to 
the peril of religious usefulness and religious character 
Every Christian’s good sense discerns the distinction, and 
acknowledges its reasonableness. 

3. Yet the irreligious friendships of religious men violate 
the ruling spirit of the Scriptures. A deliberate invi.ation of 
this form of temptation is close kin to apostacy. Gloss it 
over as we may—and very ingenious and winsome are the 
disguises by which a deceived conscience can adorn it—gloss 
it over as we please, it is a policy of life which starts wrong. 
Therefore, it threatens catastrophe in the end. 

The Scriptures recognize but two grades of caste in this 
world—the good and the bad; the righteous and the wicked; 
the friends of God and the enemies of God. In the incisive 
language of the New Testament, men are all either saints or 
sinners. In the world, not of the world: come ye out from 
among them; be ye separate ; a royal priesthood; a peculiar 
people; strangers and pilgrims on earth,—such are the 
mottoes by which inspired wisdom indicates the followers of 
Christ. The very being of the church is for the purpose of 
keeping alive and fresh in human thought that old distince- 
tion between saint and sinner. Between the two the great * 
gulf is fixed. They drift asunder in this world, as they are 
to be kept asunder in the next world. 

Now, a Christian who subjects his Christian faith to worldly 
policy in the choice of his associates in life, strikes right 
athwart the whole range of Scriptural command and admo- 
nition and expostulation and example. No Christian can 
safely do that. 

The senator to whom I have referred, with all his brilliant 
ingenuity, did not escape the apparent wrecking of his 
religious faith on this rock. From the hour in which he 
deliberately abandoned the religious connections of his 
youth, the spirituality of his religious character declined. 
He was never afterwards known to the world as even a pro- 
fessing Christian. Though nominally such, he mingled with 
men for years, and they never knew it. He was practically a 
man of the world; a lover of the world; an honored leader 
of the world, worthy of all the dignities he received and 
more; but an alien from the people of God. He lost his 
reverence for the Christian Sabbath. He forsook, for long 
intervals, the Lord’s Table. Even to the laws of Christian 
morality he became treacherous. His veracity, his honesty, 
his temperance, his chastity, all were submerged in his 
intense and overmastering worldliness before he died. 

Though, at the last, a few not very positive words on his 
death-bed left his Christian friends not utterly without hope 
that he died a penitent believer, yet his public career of more 
than forty years belied the hope. For the great distinctive 
ends of Christian living and usefulness,-his life was a failure. 
It ended a blackened ruin of that which had a splendid 
beginning and gave magnificent promise for the future. 

4, This suggests that entangling alliances with the world 
often involve an immense sacrifice of Christian usefulness. 

A man cannot be greatly useful as a Christian without 
great positiveness of religious character. It lies in the very 
nature of our religion that a man must believe it with his 
whole soul. He must give his whole being to it. In a 
divided heart it cannot live. One who tries the experiment, 
pulls down with one hand what he builds up with the other. 
He drenches every sacred fire he kindles. He does not win 
the world to Christ. The world wins him. 

Such a man is commonly a dead weight in the church. If 
not that, he owes what good influence he has to other things 
than his religion. A spiritual power in the church he is not, 
and cannot be. He never heads a forlorn hope on God's 
side of things. If he is even a silent looker-on in the con- 
flict, and not an active opponent of the more spiritual devel- 
opments of Christ’s kingdom, that is the best that can be 
hoped for from him. 

Such men are very apt to be opposers of revivals. In 
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greatawakenings they are ultra conservatives. Their instinct 
is to carp at or ignore such movements. The enemy of souls 
often finds in a group of such men his most efficient auxiliary. 
When at last death surprises them into a more truthful view 
of things, they often die mourning over a wasted and per- 
verted life. 

An old English proverb says: “He must have a long 
spoon who would sup with the devil.” The saddest feature 
in the career of such men is that Satan most disastrously 
outwits them. They do not build as they think to build. 
They are beguiled, hoodwinked, led blindfold, to the loss of 
all that a child of God should hold most dear. They are 
Samsons: mighty, it may be, in resources of worldly prowess; 
great against foxes, lions, bears; but weaker than an infant 
in the lap of Delilah, and blind captives in the prison-house 
of Philistines. 

5. Christian alliances with the wicked do not command 
the respect of the very men for whose favor they are formed. 
Men of the world are very keen in their judgments of Chris- 
tian character. They know what is consistent Christian | 
living when they see it, as well as we do. 


theoretic ideal of a Christian life is commonly more exalted | 


than that of men who are struggling to realize it. No other 
class of men so prompt to tell us what they would do, if 
they believed as we do, as those who believe nothing. An 
upright anc downright Christian, they always revere. In 
heart they -.ake obeisance to him as to no other type of 
man. Do you not know a godless man who professes to have 
lost all faith in religion, but who makes exception of some 
one humble Christian woman,—his mother, perhaps, or sister, 
or wife? “If ever human being gets to heaven, she will,” 
is his testimony. That one life keeps open to his faith the 
celestial gates. 

Said Walter Scott, on one occasion, to his daughter,—sub- 
stantially I quote from memory,—‘ I know this world; I 
have read many books; I have known many splendidly 
educated men in my time; but I declare to you that I have 
heard more lofty and noble sentiments from the lips of poor, 
uneducatéd men and women, in times of trouble, than I ever 
met with elsewhere outside of the pages of the Bible.” Yes 
the world reveres the honest principles of our religion in 
plain, honest lives. 

By the same instinctive insight into facts, they recoil with 
contempt when they encounter men or women who sacrifice 
those principles to worldly policy or social ambitions. They 
never at heart trust such aman. They may use him as they 
do other tools. But they never love him in return, because 
they cannot trust him. 


In religion, as in other things, few things command the 
respect of the world like courage. Fidelity to honest con- 
victions; conformity of heart to the faith of the head; the 
struggle, at least, to make the heart tally with the profession, 
—the world bows reverently to these things always. Men 
will bear to be browbeaten by an act of religious fidelity 
better than to be fawned upon. They tolerate a fanatic 
sooner than a traitor. We all respect a pugilist more than we 
do acoward. A professing Christian never makes a meaner 
blunder than when he thinks to flatter wicked men and win 
their good-will by trampling on his deepest convictions or 
ignoring his most solemn vows. 

6. Loving those that hate God inflicts a wound of great 
severity on the feelings of the Lord Jesus Christ. When a 
young man is choosing his life’s companions, Christ is looking 
on. When a young woman is wavering between the church 
of Christ and the world, in her choice of the dearest friend 
she is ever to know, Christ is watching the trembling 
scales. 


Every professed follower of his, Christ regards as his per- 
sonal friend. He loves him asif he were the only friend 
left to him. Picture his look upon the scared Peter. Think 
of him in Gethsemane, saying: ‘‘ Could ye not watch with me 
one hour?” See him on the cross, turning his languid eyes 
in search of his hiding disciples. Every one who bears his 
name, he remembered and thought of in that supreme 
hour, 


To-day he longs for your friendship, my brother, as if 
there were no other one in the universe to share the gift of 
his life’s blood. He would have died for you alone, as readily 
as for countless millions. Hear him: “I was hungry, and ye 
gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I 
was sick, and ye took me not in.” Deeds of common human 
kindness, such as we lavish on a stranger, he longed for. He 
longs for them now. From you, from me, from each one 
whom he died for, he craves the human love which is so 
precious to us all. Love is hurt if it is not loved in return. 


What, then, must his feelings be, when he sees one who 
has been his friend, turning coldly from him, and choosing in 
his place the friendship of the world which crucified him, 
and which would do it again? My brother, it is not so much 
that you are losing Christ as that Christ is losing you. It 
is from Calvary that the voice comes now to each one of us 
in our solitude: “ Shouldest thou love them that hate the 
Lord?” 


| teaching. 
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HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Many primary teachers, considering that this and similar 
lessons are difficult to present in all their details, would only 
give asimple story of one event described, and then deduct 
some one practical truth. For very little ones this is the 
wisest course, and it is always far better to teach one thing 
well, that is, clearly, impressively and practically, than to 
attempt to give everything that is good in the same lesson. 

This one passage might be made very interesting by telling 
in a simple but descriptive way how a good king got into 
bad company and was reproved by a message from a prophet, 
and then showing that if a good man prospered by God 
because he loved and taught his word could be led into 


wrong-doing, how easy it is for a little child to be tempted 


to sin. 

This, however, is only asmall part of the lesson and its 
While it is not wise to try to give it all to one 
primary class at one time, it 1s intended that these hints for 


Indeed, their | teachers shall be as complete an exposition of the text and 


its connection as can be given with simplicity and adapta- 
tion for the youngest minds; not, as has been so often 
repeated, to burden young memories or confuse little minds, 
but that primary teachers may use them in their home study, 
and for class-work select and re-arrange whatever they may 
find best for those under their own care. 

Ask a few questions about Jehoshaphat to recall the infor- 
mation given in the former lessons; perhaps some such as 
these: Who was Jehoshaphat’s father? Over what kingdom 
was he king? Let some child show on the map. Was hea 
good or a bad king? What did he have taught to all the peo- 
ple? Who were the teachers? Do you remember the mean- 
ing of the name Jehoshaphat? Our story of the king to-day 
will show us that God judges every action and knows every 
thing we do. In our last lesson whom were we told Jehosha- 
phat “walked after”? What “doings” did he not walk 
after? What does ‘ walk after” mean? He did not follow 
the example of the kings of Israel who forgot God and 
served idols, which God had forbidden. Do you think it 
would be safe or wise for a Bible-king to have anything to 
do with them? 

The first verse for to-day tells us that Jehoshaphat returned 
to his house in Jerusalem: a prophet came out to meet him, 
and asked him a question: “ Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lord?” Where had Jehosha- 
phat been? What had he been doing? How had he helped 
the ungodly? He was a rich and great king, but he wanted 
to have the kingdoms of Israel and Judah joined together 
once more. He did not pray to God to help him do it, but 
went on with his own plans. He had a son, only a boy, 
whom he married to a daughter of the wicked heathen queen 
of Israel. What was the queen’s name? Then he went to 
visit her husband, Ahab, and the two kings sat in their royal 
robes at the gate of one of Ahab’s cities (show Samaria on 
map). Ahab made great feasts in honor of his visitor, and 
killed sheep and oxen to feed him and the people who came 
with him. Then Jehoshaphat made an agreement to join his 
army with Ahab’s and fight against Ahab’s enemies. 

In the battles which Asa fought, in whom did he trust ? 
What was that golden text from Asa’s prayer before the bat- 
tle? Did God help him? How? Jehoshaphat forgot to do 
as Asa did, and trusted in the number of Ahab’s soldiers 
with their sharp lances and bows and arrows, and the help 
of the great army of Israel. That was why the prophet 
who met him as he came back to Jerusalem said: ‘ Tnerefore 
is wrath upon thee from before the Lord.” 

What is wrath? Isit not a dreadful thing to have God 
angry? Do you know whom he is angry with every day? 
Jehoshaphat must have trembled with fear when he heard 
the message; he had seen God’s wrath, for Ahab was killed 
by a flying arrow from the bow of an enemy. 

But there was comfort too in the prophet’s message. It 
was because God loved the Bible-king that he reproved him. 
Isn’t it because your mother loves you and wants to make 
you better that she corrects and sometimes punishes? The 
prophet said to him, “There are good things found in thee, 
and thou hast prepared thine heart to seek God.” 

In our first lesson this year, about Rehoboam’s sin, sorrow 
and punishment, what sweet word was that which covered all 
the rest? The king and all the people who had been taught 
in the book of the law had perhaps said and sung: “ Praise 
ye the Lord; for his mercy endureth forever.” Jehoshaphat 
felt his mercy in sparing his life, for in the battle he had worn 
the robes of King Ahab, and the enemies of Israel had sur- 
rounded him to kill him, but when he cried out “the Lord 
helped him;” and when they saw it was not Abab, they left 
him, and he was safe. 

Was Jehoshaphat made better by the reproof of the 
prophet? Yes, he stayed in his home in Jerusalem: after that 
he had nothing more to do with heathen kings for many 
years; he had all the people of his land tanght of God, and 
tried to bring them all back to serve the God of their fathers. 


He set up judges, too, to rule the people wisely, and help them | 











to bee the laws of God and Fa right to him and to each 
other. He charged the judges and the people in a few words 
which are just as good for us now as for the peoplethen. Put 


on the board 
TAKE HEED. 


Every little child knows what that means, what mother 
or father mean when they say “ Be careful ;” when they warn 
you not to go or to do wrong. So to every word they say, 
or which the Bible teaches,—take heed. Jesus himself very 
often said so to his disciples, to his friends; and to those who 
heard his words he often said, ‘‘ Take heed how ye hear.” 

There are two more precious little words of only two let- 
ters each; is it of any use to take heed unless you do what 
you are told? Then remember the two little words of King 


Jehoshaphat. 
DO IT, 


Just a year ago a lady named Mrs. Doremus died in New 
York; she had been a dear, loving follower of Jesus Christ 
for fifty-four years. She had been so useful that her name 
was known in all parts of the world. For years she taught 
classes of just such children as you are, she helped the poor, 
she comforted the sick, she carried gladness into asylums for 
orphan children, into homes for old, worn-out people, into 
hospitals and places of sorrow; she made plans and helped 
in societies for all good works. She was called the mother 
of woman's mi-sions; wise and good missionaries and 
ministers called her mother, for she helped them in their 
labors, because she was so true and wise and busy and 
unselfish. Her long life was a lite of blessing to others; 
for was she so full of love to Christ, and joy @ serving 
him, that her life and example was like sunshine to 
warm and brighten everywhere. Somebody asked her 
once how she could do so much work, and her answer 
gave the secret in our two little words, “If I have any 
thing todo, Ido it.” Shebegan when she was very young to 
take heed to the wise words of her good mother ; and, loving 
Jesus Christ, she tried every day to see what she could do for 
him, and to do it. 

He helped to show her how to do it, as he will every little 
child who tries to serve him ; he will show you how to under- 
stand what Jehoshaphat charged his priests, to do their work 
in the fear of the Lord—faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


GOL DEN TE XT. 


INIQUITY WITH 
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| ehoshaphat the king. V.1. 
ehu the seer. V.2 
udges appointed. V. 5. 
| udgment in Jerusalem. veo 
ESUS the Righteous JUDGE.—Golden Text. 
| 
| | 
| JEHU JESUS 
MEETS 
| THE KING. THE SINNER. 
REPROVES BAD =e 
| APPROVES GOUD LEEDS. 
| THE KING HAVE YOU 
| EPENTED 
| and 
| EFORMED. | 
j TISE 
ORDS, 
TO JUDGES: ( “ Take heed what ye do.” 
TO RULERS: <~ “Ye judge not for man.” 
TO OFFICERS: (“The Lord is with you.” 








REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR JANUARY. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 

Questions to be answered by titles and golden texts. 

1. In whose reign did God bring Shishak, king of Egypt, 
against Jerusalem, because of their transgressions? How 
did this king regain God’s favor? 

2. What was the name and character of the third king of 
Judah? What sentiment of faith, expressed by him in 
prayer, did the Lord answer by a mighty victory? 

3. What joyous eventoccurred at Jerusalem in the fifteenth 
year of Asa’sreign? With what promise did God encourage 
Judah when they turned to him in trouble? 

4. Who was the fourth b hing, and what was the condition 
of his kingdom? What law did he enforce to whichhis pros- 
perity must be attributed ? 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


Jehoshaphat’s charge to his judges would be recognized 
as common sense and sound wisdom everywhere; but 


| nowhere except in the Orient is its full force perceived. In 


Dr. Hamlin’s recent book, ‘‘ Among the Turks,” a very fair 
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picture is given of some aspects of Eastern judgment. 
Readers of the “ Arabian Nights,” too, will see what ingenu- 
ity a just judge (a very raro article) was called upon to 
exercise in order to decide upon the facts. The same thing 
is seen in the long series of Jewish writings. In short, it is 
little wonder that the supernatural was, and still is, often 
invoked in order to discover the truth. Questions of fact, 
too, were almost the only ones before the judge; and too 
frequently the problem was to discover which party was 
clear of perjury. Questions of law were almost unknown. 

As the judge would naturally be not much better than the 
litigants, the larger bribe now, as formerly, gains the cause. 

Frequently the judge will question a party on this point, 
generally using the formula: ‘* What does God open through 
you?” illustrating at once the naturalness of the practice 
and the peculiar views of the manner of God's blessing. The 
question means simply : “ How much can you pay me?” 

Some time since a well-known missionary had occasion to 
apply to the courts in a Syrian town about some mission 

property. While waiting, a number of minor complainants 
came, but as they had no money, they could get no hearing; 
and the judge turned to the missionary and gave expression 
to the disgust he felt at people who brought cases “ with 
nothing in them,” that is, no money for him in them. One 
woman begged, prostrated herself, and promised to kiss the 
judge's feet, if he would attend to her case; but all in vain, 
as she had no money. 

By and by the missionary’s case came up—after weeks of 
delay because no bribe, moral force finally compelling—and 
his witnesses were heard, and the case decided in his favor 
without allowing the other side a hearing. This, however, 
was in accordance with Muslim law—which, again, would 
most likely have been powerless had the other side been able 
to pay a heavy bribe. 

Some time ago a man in Tripoli was accused, as is often the 
case when it is wished to ruin him, of speaking words de- 
rogatory tothe Prophet, Muhammed ; which is avery great 
crime. He was sent in chains on board a steamer for Beirft, 
there to be judged. Having no money, he feared the trial ; 
and on the way he jumped overboard and was drowned. 

Last year a medical student of the Syrian Protestant 
College, belonging 1n Damascus, and rooming outside the 
college grounds, prevented the Turkish Zabtiehs, or armed 
policemen, from coming into his room to take an accused 
person he had sheltered there—in which, of course, he was in 
the wrong. The Zabtiehs complained of him as a slanderer 
of the Prophet, and to avoid arrest he fled inside the college 
grounds, which are practically American soil, where no Turk 
can enter without permission. But they watched and caught 
him when he ventured out. At the trial the charge was not 
sustained, because of too strong influence on the other side 
The Zabtiehs thereupon found means to interest a French 
official in their behalf, who went to the court, and denounced 
the student as having spoken words derogatory to Napoleon 
and “la grande nation,” the French. It was true that Napo- 
leon was no longer a power: France was “ la Republique,” 
but nevertheless, for the great crime, the student was sen- 
tenced to thirty days’ imprisonment, and had to suffer it, 
too. 

Readers of Cesnola’s “Cyprus” will see a funny oriental 
judicial maneuvre executed by his dragoman Bes-bes, which 
there is hardly space here to relate. The “faithful Bes-bes,” 
as General Di Cesnola calls him, was educated by the Ameri- 
can missionaries in Syria, and has a bright son whom he 
desires to educate at the Syrian Protestant College; but out 
of the less than fifty dollars a year on which the poor 
Cypriote has to support himself and his family, he cannot 
afford the eighty necessary to pay his way. Such poverty is 
more the result of the wretched judicial system of the East 
than anything else; the rich qan buy justice and oppress 
the poor to a degree hardiy conceivable in America. 

As in Jehoshaphat’s time, so now, for many communities, 
the priests and the chief of the fathers are among the judges ; 
but how much of the fear of the Lord is in the judgment 
one would not like to say. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


Gop’s Farnerty Care.—A transparent slate is a piece of 
ground glass through which we can see the paper pattern or 
model which is underneath. To draw well upon the slate, 
one must follow the pattern underneath. It does not do to 
strike out for one’s self or to be original. That will do for 
other kinds of drawing, but not for that in which the pattern 
is plainly visible beneath. And if we would follow the 
original picture, and make a true copy, we must be willing to 
rub out a false line here, and to make plainer a heavy shaded 
line there, in order to restore upon our piece of ground glass 
a true copy of the picture which is underneath. And in this 
same way God's fatherly care over us is seen. He wants to 
teach us, by rebuking our sins, and commending our good 


works, how to make our lives agree with “ the pattern shown 
us in the mount.” 


Sim Rerrovsp.— Why did you wait so long at the door?” 
asked a crusty old creditor of the man to whom he owed | 
money, and who had come to collect the rent. “ You might 
have thought no one heard the bell, after ringing it so many 
times.” ‘ Yes,” replied the collector, ‘“ but I heard the bell 
ring inside, myself.” It is, after all, the bell inside, the witness 
within, which makes the soul of man arise and go out to 
stop the knocking at the door. ‘‘ When he (the Holy Ghost) 
is come, he will convince the world of sin.” 

“O doctor!” said a poor boy with a broken arm, at a 
hospital, “‘ you may pull and haul my well arm as much as 
you please, but don’t touch my broken arm: it hurts every 
time you Jay your hand uponit.” “ But, my boy,” replied 
the doctor, “ it’s your broken arm I must set: the other one 
doesn’t need any doctoring.” Setting the arm, or probinga 
wound, is like finding out what is sinful and what is right in 
the soul: good cannot be commended unless sin is reproved. 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend. Some years ago a 
young college student, after drinking with his companions at 
dinner, was on his way to a fashionable ball. He was in no 
condition to conduct himself in that brilliant assembly. A 
friend who wanted to save him the mortification of being 
found out in his inebriated state, laid in wait for him as he 
was on his way to the ball, and attacked him after the manner 
of a highwayman. The combat was so fierce that the col- 
lege youth was rendered unfit to present himself at the 
assembly. The next day, on relating his adventures the 
night previous to his friend, he discovered that it was his 
friend who attacked him on purpose to save him from shame, 
The secret reproof and the friendly rescue caused a change of 
character which resulted in a life of Christian service in the 
ministry of Christ. 


Goop ComMENDED.—In one of Jacob Abbott's Franconia 
Stories there is the description of a young girl who had left 
to her care the bringing up of her little sister. 
both orphans. She applied to a friend to give her some 
advice. He wrote out these rules to guide her in the educa- 
tion of her little sister: ‘“ When you approve, approve 
cordially. When you refuse, refuse finally. When you pun- 
ish, punish good-naturedly. Commend often: never scold.” 

The incurable ward in a hospital is a sad room; there is 
no hope there. The convalescent room, on the other hand, is 
a bright and sunny place, because it has a future of joy. 
Jesus said to the sick man whom he was about to heal, 
“Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee.” St. 
Paul, in his Epistles, though he always rebuked sin and 
error in the churches to which he wrote, invariably com- 
mended his disciples for the good which they had accom- 
plished. 

In Meacham's recent book about the Indians, entitled 
“Wigwam and War-Path,” a full account is given of the 
terrible massacre by the Modocs in Captain Jack's party ; 
but through it all the author, who came so near being a 
fellow-victim with General Canby and Dr. Thomas, gives 
the old Indian chief, who was afterwards hung, the full 
credit of being forced into the strategem by his cruel and 
unworthy associates. 


They were 


Upaicutness Restorep.—A horseshoe magnet will lose its 
power if “the keeper” on the ends of it istakenaway. But 
if you replace the keeper, the old magnetic force will return. 
David says, in the 121st Psalm, “The Lord is thy keeper: 
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.” 

A person who has fainted in the water, and is supposed to 
have been drowned, is brought to life again by restoring 
warmth to the body through energetic rubbing. Butif you 
think the case is too far gone, and give up trying, what 
little life there isin the body will flicker out. ‘‘ He restoreth 
my soul,” 


Doctors now-a-days are busy, not so much in driving out 
diseases by heavy drugs, as by helping Nature to be strong 
and letting her drive off the disease. Recuperation is the 
building into the crevices and interstices of the body by the 
fresh power of health over disease. 


Mrs. Browning says in 
one place: 


.. . “ We will trust God. 
The blank interstices men take for ruins, 
He will build into,” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


Jehoshaphat’s piety did not go unrewarded. The Lord 
ave him way over the Philistines and Arabians, who 
rought him tribute, and thus enabled him to maintain a 
large standing army. Jehoshaphat being joined in affinity 
with Ahab (his son Jehoram married Athaliah, the daughter 
of Ahab), is persuaded to go with him against Ramoth- 
gilead; at which place Ahab, seduced bv false prophets, 
according to the word of Micaiah, is slain.— Rice. 


V. 1. Jehoshaphat—Jehovah-shaphat—Jehovah is judge, or 
the judgment of Jehovah—reiurned to his house in peace. 
With the battle of Ramoth-gilead and the death of Ahab, 
the war came toanend. The combined attack of the two 
kings having failed, their —— had been withdrawn, and 








the enterprise in which they had joined relinquished. The 


Syrians, satisfied with their victory, did not press on the 
retreating foe, or carry the war into their enemies’ country.— 
Rawlinson. 


To Jerusalem. I euppose, as soon as the battle was over, 
he immediately went to Jerusalem, to return thanks to God 
for his wondertul preservation.— Bp. Patrick. 


V.2. Jehu. The same prophet who (1 Kings 16: 1) had 
acted under Baasha in the northern kingdom; perhaps a 
son of that Hanani whom Aga, in wrath, had pI weer into 
(Chap. 16: 7-10).—Lange. 


Seer. One who sees. The name was given to prophets 
because they saw truth in visions. The title was not given 
to any particular class of prophets, or to any class different 
from the prophets; but was the name which was employed 
in earlier times, and which afterwards gave place to the more 
general term “ prophet” (1 Sam.9: 9).—TZodd. 


Shouldest thou help? As a matter of mere human politics, 
the conduct of Jehoshaphat in joining Abab against the 
Syrians was not only justifiable but wise and prudent. But 
Alab was an idolater, and had introduced into his kingdom 
a false religion of anew and most degradedtype. This should 
have led Jehoshaphat to reject his alliance. Mulitary success 
could only come from the blessing and protection of Jehovah, 
which such an alliance, if persisted in, was sure to forfeit.— 
Rawlinson. 


prison. 


And for this is wrath upon thee. Compare 1 Chron. 27: 
24; 2 Chron. 32: 26. The words point prophetically to 
the soon after occurring dangerous invasion of the Ammon- 
ites, Moabites, and Meunites, and also to the unfortunate 
voyage from Ezion-geber, chap. 20.— Lange. 


V.3. Good things found in thee. Jehu notices what was 


praiseworthy, as is proper for us when we give a reproof.— 
Comp. Com. 


The prophet, while frank and fearless, was also courteous 
and kind. He found things to praise as well as to blame. 
He was tender as well as faithful. How unlike the spirit we 
sometimes see,—quick to censure and slow to commend, 
never so glad as when upon a hant for motes and flaws, or 
hurling sharp and poisoned arrows. Against so unchristian 
@ spirit one does well most jealously to guard.— Monday Club. 


V.4 Dwelt at Jerusalem. He went no more to Samaria, 
but dwelt at Jerusalem, and in Judah, and attended to the 
affairs of his own kingdom.—Scott. 


Went out*again. To perfect the work of reformation 
and restore what had been overturned. Reference is made 
to the former going out, chap. 17: 7.—Lange. 


Beersheba to mount Ephraim. This denotes the whole 
kingdom of Judah trom one extremity to the other, as from 
Dan to Beersheba denotes the whole kingdom of Israel before 
division.— Hunt. 


V. 5. Set judges. He thus, by the establishment of courts 
of justice, according to the old Mosaic method, commences 
reform.— Hunt. 


Fenced cities. They, as large cities, being centres of com- 
munication for their respective neighborhoods, and so best 
suited to be the seats of judges.— Keil. 


City by city. In every city (comp. 1 Chron. 26: 29), 
according to the legal precept. Deut. 16: 18.—Lange. 


V.6. Ye judge not for man, but for the Lord. Comp. Deut. 
1: 17; and on the general principle that we are to perform 
a'l our duties to God rather than man, see Eph.6: 7; Col 
3: 23, ete —Rawlinson. 


Who ts with you in the judgment. In the judicial decision, in 
passing sentence; comp. Deut. 17: 9; also chap. 1: 17; Ex. 
21: 6; 22: 7, etc —Lange. 


V. 7. Let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Ina preserving 
way, that ye may beware of judging unjustly. Chap. 17: 
10.—Lange. 

Take heedand doit. Do it in a heedful, conscientious 
way.— Lange. 

Respect of persons. Deut 10: 17; 16: 19. God is not 
one who 1s partial in his attentions, and shows his favors 
with preference to rank, dignity, or other grounds of exter- 
nal superiority, to the neglect of those who are destitute 
of these advantages. It is the character and the state of 
heart, and not the nation or rank, that God regards.—Prerce. 


V. 8. Set certain of the Levites. In Jerusalem, as also in 
the fenced cities (v. 5), it was Levites, priests, and heads of 
the fathers’-houses who were made judges. This involves no 
contradiction of 1 Chron. 23: 4; 26: 9, according to which 
David had appointed six thousand Levites as judges and 
officers; for that these Levites should exclusively administer 
the law was not there asserted. He thereby gave it the 


expansion which the advancei development of the kingdom 
required.— Lange and Keil. 


Judgment of the Lord, and for controversies. The Levites 
thus decided as to any disputes arising about tithes, redemp- 


tion, and religious matters generally, while the chief of the 
fathers settled civil difficulties —Hunt. 


When they returned. The Hebrew has not “when” but 
“ and they returned,” which should be attached to v. 9. And 
they, the king and his attendants —Rawlinson. 


V.9. He—the king. Thus shall ye do—as stated in v. 10, 
In the fear of the Lord, etc. They must make it their great 
and constant care to prevent sin, not only as hurtful to 
themselves and the public peace, but as an offense to God, 
and that which would bring wrath upon the people. Deal 
courageously, fear not the face of man, be bold in the dis- 
charge of your duty; whoever is against you, God will pro- 
tect you — Henry and Scott. 


Faithfully, and with a perfect heart. Fally and promptly 
with sincere and earnest desire to execute justice and sustain 
the right. So all our duties, whatever our station or condi- 
tion in life, should be performed in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart,—a heart sound, sincere, 
entire in his service.— Rice. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


—>—___- 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Alton, Il., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Augusta, Ga. Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every 
Saturday’ at 8.45 A. m., in Y. M. C. A, Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’-Meeting every Satur- 
day, at 4 vp. mw, in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School 
Union, 53 Lexington Street. 

Binghamton, N. Y., Union Meeting for the study of the Sunday- 
school lesson every Saturday noon, from 12 to 1 p.m.,in the 
rooms of the Y. M. C, A, 

Burlington, Iowa, Union Normal class the first and third Wednesday 
evenings of each month. 

Carbondale, Il!.. Union Normal Class for study of Chau’anqua lessons 
every Monday evening. Conducted by C, W. Jerome. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 4. m.. in 
Farwell Hall, condneted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 p. mu., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church, Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. m., inthe Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m., inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M.C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 p. m. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., in the Class-room Y. M,C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Hudson, N. Y., Union Me*ting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
4p.m,in Y. M,C, A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Minneapolis, Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday, from 
11 to 12 a. m., in Association Hall, Conducted by C, A. J. Marsh, 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
p, M., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Newburyport, Mass, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thurs- 
day evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Conducted by the Rev. J. 
T. Beckley. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room, 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. . 

Peoria, Ill., Normal Class meets weekly. Conducted by Miss Mary 
G. Burdett. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor, 

Rockford, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday at 
7.30 p.m., in the Y. M. C.A, Rooms, 

Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, D.D. English 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets tor Insti- 
tute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y.M.C.A. German 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M C. A. Rooms 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C.A. Hall, from 12tolo’clock p.m, 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake, 

Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting every Tuesday evening. at 714 o’clock 
State Street Methodist Church. Conducted by the Rev. George J. 
Brown. Wednesday evenings, Teachers’-Meeting at Fifth Street 
Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Dr, William Irvin, conductor. Thurs- 


day evenings, at North Second Street Methodist Church, at 8 o’clock., | 


Conducted by the Rev. H. C. Farrar. 


Washington, D. C., Sunday Schoo! Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 rp. m.,in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 





GEORGE MULLER’S WORK. 
More than three and a half millions of dollars have been 
contributed to the work of George Miller. The income 


for 1877 was upwards of two hundred thousand dollars, 
How did he get it? “By praying,” say some. “ By per- 


sistent, gratuitous advertising,” say others. At any rate, | 


the money was sent in to Mr. Miiller without any personal 
and direct solicitation. Nobody can say that he was bored 
or teased to give, until he was glad to buy off his tor- 


mentor by a donation. People certainly gave because they 


| wished to, or at least because they were willing to. 





Not a few suggestive hints concerning the ways in which 
money may be saved for benevolence may be gained from 
the extracts from correspondence, embodied in the Thirty- 
eighth Report of the institutions, 

The principle of proportionate giving seems to have 
been adopted with pleasant results. Among the explana- 
tions accompanying donations were “God's tenth;” “A 
penny for every pound’s worth of goods sold since Janu- 
ary ;” “Threepence on every pound received in business ;”’ 
and “ From a fand laid by in proportion to my weekly re- 
turns.” 

“Thank-offerings” were numerous, such as: “ A har- 
vest thank-offering;” ‘“ A thank-offering to God for great 
mercies lately received;” ‘ A thank-offering, there hav- 
ing been no fatal accidert at these works (collieries) for 
two years;” “In acknowledgment of the payment of a 
debt which we had every reason to believe we should 
never receive.” “A thank-offering to Almighty God for 
an increase of salary ;” “ A thank-offering for being raised 
from a bed of sickness.” 

“Saving money from insura nce” (perhaps they would 
say letting the Lord insure) was a somewhat favorite 
method, if we can judge from such extracts as the follow- 
ing: “Instead of paying insurance of glass plate ;” 
“Saved by non-insurance of goods from sea risk for the 
months of July and August;” “ Instead of paying insur- 
ance on some luggage now on the sea;” “Instead of 
insuring against fire or sea damages in any company;” 
“Tnstead of insuring five hundred acres against hail-storms,”’ 
A donation of about seven dollars was “ saved on my jour- 
ney by traveling third class” Twelve pounds came “ from 
believers, whose abstinence from intoxicating drinks and 
tobacco enables them to defray the cost of an orphan’s 
support, without prejudice to other obligations.” 

A grateful and happy father was in the habit of send- 
ing money for the support of an orphan, at the birth of 
each child in his own family. At the latest report his fam- 
ily had increased to nine, and he was contributing regu- 
larly for the support of nine orphans. Since the duty of 
giving is pressed upon all Christians. while the joy of giv- 
ing seems to be a secret confined to a few, these stray 
gleams from the orphan-houses may afford some light upon 
the vexed question, How can I afford to give, and how 
can I get money for giving? 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 

—A Sunday-school institute was held in the Central 
Presbyterian Church, Auburn, N. Y., on January 9 and 10. 
Dr. J. H. Vincent conducted it; and other speakers were 
Willis J. Beecher, D.D., the Rev. Samuel W. Duffield, and 
the Rev. M. W. Stryker. Among the topics were “The 
teacher at work,” “Sunday-school music,” “The normal 
class,” ‘‘ Sunday-school giving,” and “ The superintendent’s 
office and work.” 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


—aAn Indianapolis correspondent writes that there is a 
marked increase, of late, in the attendance at teachers’- 
meetings in that city; and that teachers who formerly 
stayed away are finding out what they lost. 

—Sunday-school missionary work forms an admirable 
training for candidates for the ministry, while it gives them 
some pecuniary help in obtaining aneducation. Mission- 
ary Chidlaw, superintendent of the work of the American 
Sunday School Union in Ohio and Indiana, recently em- 
ployed a student in Hanover College, Indiana, to go to a 
county in that state where Sunday-school missionary 
labor was much needed. In four and a half months, he 
organized twenty new schools with one hundred and five 
teachers, and seven hundred and thirty scholars. The en- 
tire sum paid him was $197.75. On this money he is sup- 
porting himself in college, in preparation for the ministry. 


FVANGELISM. 
—A missionary writes of a revival at Pekin, during 





which about a hundred Chinese have professed to believe 
in Jesus as their Saviour. 

—One hundred and seventy missionaries are supported 
by the funds of George Miiller’s Scriptural Knowledge 
Institution, and eight hundred thousand dollars have been 
expended in foreign work. 


—A mission-school is sustained in Madrid, Spain, in spite 
of much opposition on the part of the Roman Catholics 
and the civil authorities. There are now two hundred 
and fifty-five children on the list. 


—A Chinese native preacher, Lough Ah Fook by name, 
is working among the Chinese natives of British Guiana. 
He reports that eighty-one are now in Christian fellowship, 
twenty-five of whom were added during the past year. 


—In Victoria, Australia, a missionary reports that for 
many weeks he rode nearly a hundred miles a week, on 
horseback, distributing tracts and portions of Scripture, 
and preaching to all with whom he came in contact. He 
found a small colony of Germans, seventeen families in all, 
holding meetings on Sundays, and visited once or twice a 
year by German Lutheran ministers. 

—A late local insurrection against the government near 
Wenchow, China, was attributed to the missionaries, and 
during three months they could hardly appear on the 
streets without hearing such cries as “ Kill the foreigners,” 
“ Death to the foreigner,” “Cut the foreign rebel’s head 
off,” etc. The mission work was in a great measure inter- 
rupted; but during the worst of the excitement two con- 
verts were baptized. 


—A correspondent of The London Christian gives an 
account of the work done among seamen at Calcutta 
through the agency of “Coffee Houses.” Many of the 
men come to look upon the “Seamen's Coffee and Reading- 
room” as their home whilst in port, and it is one of the 
first places they visit on theirreturn from a voyage. Very 
efficient service is rendered by the young converts, in 
gathering in the wanderers. Nor are these workers all 
sailors; amongst them are to be seen the red coats of 
Christian men in the army. 


—The Rev. V. W. Harcourt, of India, has adopted the 
plan of uniting singing with preaching in his evangelistic 
tours. A choir of six lads from nine to twelve years of 
age, with their school-master, who plays the violin, goes 
about with the missionary. Large crowds have been 
gathered, containing persons of almost every casie that is 
recognized in South India. Most of the people listen 
attentively. There seems to be no greater noise and dis- 
turbance, says the Indian Sunday School Journal, than 
would be encountered in the streets of British or American 
cities. 

—The Executive Committee of the Young Men’s Chrie- 
tian Associations has thought it worth while to reprint in 
a pamphlet the record of proceedings at the first Interna- 
tional Conference of the Railroad Young Men’s Christian 
Associations held at Cleveland last October. Of these 
associations there are now 37, with 2500 members, and an 
annual expenditure of $8,000. It will interest the engi- 
neers, conductors, and brakemen to know that a similar 
English work has for some time been in successful opera- 
tion. Its name is the Railway Guild of the Holy Cross, 
and it works in connection with the Church of England. 


—The Society for Promoting Female Education in the 
East was organized in London, in 1834. Its purpose is to 
convey sound scriptural instruction to women and girls of 
all classes in Asia and in Africa. In connection with the 
Society there are now three hundred and seventy schools, 
containing upwards of twenty thousand children. In the 
British Colony of Singapore, the mission includes a board- 
ing-school, two ragged-schools, prayer-meetings, mothers’ 
meetings, Bible classes, sewing-classes, etc. In India the 
Zenana work was very early attempted by its missionaries. 
In the Levant, the work of the society is best known by 
its training-school at Shemlan, Mount Lebanon. A work 
is about to begin in Japan. 


—Messrs. Moody and Sankey began work in Hartford 
on January 6. The newspapers gave them a welcome 
beforehand, The Hartford Times printing faithful por- 
traits. The Times especially noted the temperance 
interest that is the most important side effect of the evan- 
gelists’ work: “ One thing is noted of these revival move- 
ments of Moody and Sankey, and that is the asserted fall- 
ing off in alcoholic intemperance which accompanies their 
efforts. It is said the patronage of the dram-shops in 
Providence fell off one-third, or more, before these zealous 
Christians finished their work there. If that is a feature 
of their labors, every good citizen can give them welcome, 
and bid them God-speed in their work.” The Courant, 
Post, and Times are giving full reports of the meetings, 
which have thus far been attended by great crowds, All 
the prominent city clergymen are assisting, and the enthu- 
siasm and activity of the business men of the city is espe- 
cially noticeable. 


PERSONAL. 


—Mr. L. H. Eaton closed on January 6 a superinten- 
dency of thirty years in the Sandusky Street Baptist 
Sunday-school, Allegheny City, Pa. 


—Bishop-elect Seymour of the new Springfield, IIL, 
diocese, who is a High Church celibate of middle age, is 
about to marry Miss Susan Tyng Coxe, a niece of the elder 
Dr. Tyng of New York. Having been elected bishop, he 
is about to qualify himself by becoming the husband of 
one wife. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


_——sa 


Faith and Philosophy ; Discourses and Essays by Henry B. 
Smith, D.D. Edited by George L. Prentiss, D.D. New 
York : Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—The late Professor Henry 
B. Smith, of Union Theological Seminary, was one of the 
foremost of American philosophers, and worthy to be men- 
tioned along with Jonathan Edwards, James Marsh, and 
Charles Hodge. But, as Professor Wilkinson once so severely 
said of James Russell Lowell, his reputation was con- 
stantly greater than the achievements to which it appea'ed, 
He was known and respected, we might almost say revered, 
by European metaphysicians of the firet rank ; but his pub- 
lished writings almost wholly consisted of review articles 
and sermons, the best of which are all to be found in this 
single octavo volume. But quality is here, if quantity is not; 
and in explanation of Professor Smith's brief contributions 
to literature, it should be remembered that he was a life-long 
sufferer from an acute nervous malady. As with Macaulay's 
and Carlyle’s essays, some of these papers are veritable 
treasuries of thought, and really cover the whole ground, 
The closing essays, on Renan and Strauss, are good illustra- 
tions of this condensation of thought. A brief biography is 
prefixed to the volume, by the author's associate in instruc- 


tion, Professor George L. Prentiss. (8vo, cloth, pp. xv, 496. 
Price, $3.50.) 


Tubles, By G. Washington Ausop. New York: Published 
by The World —On the staff of The World newspaper, of 
New York, is a certain gentleman of somewhat uncommon 
versatility. He is ready to take his share of the ordinary 
work of the reporter, and the other day wrote a graphic 
account of a dog-fight in Brooklyn. He is facile in the task 
of boiling down verbose articles from other hands. He is a 
French scholar, and, at a day’s notice, furnish ed one or two 
columns of versified translations from Victor Hugo's “ Art of 
Being a Grandfather.” In his capacity of professor of foreign 
languages, this industrious journalist also prepares weekly 
column of witticisms, translated from the Paris comic jour- 
nals. Every week, The World contains a poem by him of 
an average length of nearly a column. This Joseph Bagstock 
of journalism is also a fabulist, and this little collection of 
modern fables is from his pen. Some of the quaint morali- 
ties and odd applications are very clever, and all are worthy 
of preservation in this neat little volume. Here is a clever 
moral, for instance: ‘‘ Most accidents can be avoided by 
presence of mind and absence of body.” And here is 
another: “The perceiver is worse than the thief.” The 
accompanying illustrations, by F. 8. Church, are cleverly 
designed. (Sm. 4to, paper, pp. 52. 50 cents.) 


The Way of Life; A Service Book for Sunday-schools. 
Compiled by Frederick L. Hosmer. New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons.—Mr. Hosmer is one of the younger Unitarian 
ministers, and his handsomely printed volume, though ‘‘ pub- 
lished in the interest of no one denomination or sect,” is, 
by its very omissions, manifestly unsuitable for use in the 
majority of schools. Everything in it is reduced to the Unita- 
rian plane: the prayers are none “ for Jesus Christ’s sake,” a 
phrase to which even the majority of Unitarians do not 
object; and the hymns and the one doxology are likewise 


‘stripped of all Trinitarian expressions. The absurdity of 


this tinkering is most noticeable in Bishop Heber’s well-known 
“Holy, holy, holy” hymn, which is sadly mangled. Mr. 
Hosmer is apparently not aware that the ter sanctus itself, 
the triple use of the word “holy,” is an ascription to the 
Trinity. To Unitarian schools the book will be recommended 
by the poetical beauty of the selections, many of which are 
in exquisite taste, especially the responsive reading for 
Easter. (16mo, cloth, pp. 119.) 


All for Christ: A Sketch of the Life and Labors of the Rev 
Charles H, Payson. Edited by his Brother. New York: 
American Tract Society —Mr. Payson was in charge of the 
Third Avenue branch of the Madison Square Presbyterian 
Church, in New York, for several busy and useful years. 
He endeared himself to all with whom he came in contact, 
and his work for the Master was so single-hearted, earnest, 
and successful, that though dead, he yet lives and speaks 
in not a few homes in the great city,—homes perhaps, where 
poverty and suffering are not unknown, but which through 
him were led to the blessedness of trust in God. He died, 
after a short illness, on January 24,1877. His death was 
a surprise and shock to the community, and his funeral was 
attended not only by personal friends, but by hundreds of 
those among whom he had toiled, and by many of his 
co-workers in the ministry. The Rev. Drs. Adams, Crosby, 
and Helmer spoke concerning his life and aims, and their 
addresses are preserved in this volume. It also has a fine 
portrait. 


The Life of Christ. By F. W. Farrar, D.D. Illustrated. 
Parts 9-16. New York: Cassell, Petter, & Galpin; and E. 
P. Dutton & Co—At this late day it is unnecessary to 


rar’s work, as they come tous from the publishers, The 
biography is now well known both in England and America, 
and the very faults which have made it distasteful to some 
readers have endeared it to others. Of these faults, a some- 
what undue devotion to the rhetorical art is one of the most 
prominent. This new edition deserves nothing but praise for its 
mechanical features. It is printed on fine paper, in large, 
clear type ; the accompanying engravings, on steel and wood, 
are of excellent design; and the shape is of the comely 
quarto which bibliomaniacs like. Sixteen of the thirty-two 
parts are now issued. (Each 24 pp., paper, 25 cents.) 


An Introduction to Political Economy. By Arthur Latham 


This convenient manual is not a condensation of the author's 
larger and now well-known “ Principles of Political Econ- 
omy,” but a distinct work written on a somewhat different 
plan. It presents all the leading principles of political sci- 
ence, as understood by the author, in a singularly clear and 
lucid style, fitting it for use in academies and in colleges 
which are able to devote but little time to thestudy. Professor 
Perry is an ardent free-trader, and this is a free-trade trea- 
tise, wherever it touches upon the subject. But he was fair 
enough to let Horace Greeley lecture on the other side before 
the students of Williams College, in which he is a professor ; 
so his volume is not the violent campaign tract of a doctri- 
naire. Wedo not know where so many admitted facts in 


political economy are elsewhere presented in so small a 
space. 


The Bible Reader. Edited by the author of “The Uner- 
ring Guide.” Boston: D. Lothrop & Co.—The editor of the 
larger work called ‘“ The Unerring Guide” has in this volume 
prepared upon the same plan a smaller collection of Bible 
texts, arranged by subjects, and designed for use as a reading- 
book in schools. The selections under the various heads are 
of sufficient length to preserve continuity of thought or 
story, and the “ freedom from all that is either doctrinal or 
ecclesiastical,” upon which the editor lays stress, will per- 
haps give the book favor in the eyes of those who object to 
the school use of the whole Bible. And yet, somehow, none 
of the thousands of new arrangements of Scripture words 
retain more than a temporary popularity and usefulness. 
(16mo, cloth, pp. 338. Price, 50 cents.) 








The Life and Correspondence of Thomas Arnold, D.D. By 
Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, D.D. New York: Scribner, Arm- 
strong, & Co.—This book has long been regarded as one of 
the very best of modern biographies, being a worthy 
memoir of a remarkable scholar and the first of recent edu- 
cators of boys. The present edition puts two volumes into 





one, with fine paper, and a binding of red cloth, paper title, 
gilt top, and uncut sides. This is not a new fashion in book- 
making, but it is a capital one, both for use and for the 
library shelves ; and we are glad to see it coming into vogue 
again, as illustrated by this book and other late Riverside 
Press issues. Fondness for elegant book-making is not so 
marked as it was ten yearsago; but it seems to be reviving. 


Memory Gems for the Young. Edited by Charles Northend, 
A.M. New York: D. Appleton & Co.—Mr. Northend col- 
lects in this little volume two hundred and twenty-nine 
short selections, in prose and poetry, from one hundred 
authors. The selections are well made, and the authors range 
from Tupper to Shakespeare. The editor's design in making 
the book has been to encourage the memorizing of the selec- 
tions in public schools, somewhat after the fashion of Scrip- 
ture texts in Sunday-schools. Mr. Northend well says that 
“ youth is the golden period for storing the mind with wise 
thoughts and sayings.” Every parent knows how the 
reading-book remains in memory when Macaulay and Irving 
slip out of mind. (16mo, half bound, pp. 62) 


Plus and Minus. By Archie Fell. Boston: Henry Hoyt. 
—The author gives us a lively story of school life, written 
by somebody who understands girls and is familiar with 
their way of talking and acting. The teacher proposes to 
her pupils that they shall cultivate a garden, each choosing 
her favorite flower, and trying to illustrate its meaning in 
what the Bible would call her ‘walk and conversation.” 
The little book is full of winning suggestiveness. 

The Adventures of Muiltiades Peterkin Paul. By John 
Brownjohn. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co.—These lively 
rhymesand quaint illustrations were quite popular as they 
appeared in Wide Awake last year, and possess sufficient 
merit to warrant their reproduction in this showy and inex- 
pensive volume. The Peterkin part of the title is a little too 
much of an infringement upon Miss Lucretia P. Hale’s well- 
known Peterkin Family stories. (4to, pp. 30.) 

Sylvia's New Home, by J. F.B. Firth; Pieces of Silver, by 
the author of “* Whiter than Snow;” The Middletons, by the 





author of ‘‘ My Brother Paul.” Boston. Henry Hoyt.—These 


review the several numbers of this re-issue of Canon Far- 


three stories are all of English life and incident, are similar 
in style, and convey the good lessons that faith always wins 
the victory, and love triumphs over hate. They are meant 
for boys and girls in the intermediate classes. 


Tittle Homes and Big Hearts. Boston: Henry Hoyt.— 


| This English story of life among the lcwly tells how a very 


rough and wicked neighborhood was transformed by the 
presence of one Christian family, and was beautified by the 


| influence of their consistent piety. 





The Scholar's Companion, edited by the Rev. Edwin W. 
Rice, is a “‘ new answer paper,” designed to give as full helps 


for scholars as other Sunday-school papers furnish for 
| 


Perry, LL D. New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.— | 





teachers. (Sm. 4to, pp. 8. 20 cents a year. 


Philadelphia : 
American Sunday-school Union.) 





Frederic the Great 
Series.) New York: 


By Lord Macaulay. (Half-Hour 
Harper & Brothers.—Naturally this 
essay of Macaulay's finds a place in this valuable and 
growing series. (32mo, pp. 125. 
Lippincott & Co.) 


Paper, 25 cents. J. B. 


The National Sunday-school Teacher entered upon its 
thirteenth volume with the January number, and celebrated 
the event by appearing in a new dress of type, old-style, as 
before, but of a neater cut. The Teacher has always been good, 
but is now better than ever, so that its merit is not inferior 
to its new mechanical beauty. 

The Primary Teacher's Monthly, edited by Mrs. W. F. 
Crafts, is a new magazine published in Chicago by Fairbanks 
& Co., and designed “ for all teachers of children,” including 
parents, infant class teachers, intermediate class teachers, 
leaders of children’s meetings, and preachers to children. In 
addition to notes on the International Lessons, it will contain 
sermons to children, temperance lessons, and talks for the 
children’s weekly prayer meeting, etc. Mrs. Crafts’s reputa- 
tion promises success in the magazine, the first number of 
which is excellent. (Small quarto, pp. 24. 60 cents per 
annum ) 

Littell’s Living Age is now a patriarch among periodicals, 
having entered upon its one hundred and thirty-sixth vol- 
ume with the issue for January 5. English periodical 
literature was never brighter or more valuable than now, 
and it is the fashion for statesmen as well as literary men 
to write for The Nineteenth Century, The Fortnightly 
Review, or The Contemporary Review. These articles are 
promptly reissued in Littell, without crowding out the 
usual readable miscellany of lighter essays, sketches, and 
poems. This weekly magazine supplies the place of a dozen 
London periodicals at the price of one. 





The recent retirement of Mr. Louis A. Godey and Mrs. 
Sarah J. Hale from the editorial management of Godey’s 
Lady's Book is a remarkable event in the history of Ameri- 
can periodical literature. Mr. Godey’s connection with the 
magazine has been continuous from the time of its establish- 
ment, forty-six years ago; and Mrs. Hale’s editorship dates 
from 1837. Between 1828 and 1837 she conducted The 
Ladies’ Magazine, in Boston, afterwards merged in The Lady's 
Book, so that she can boast of a continuous editorial service 
of fifty years. Mr. Godey and Mrs. Hale, therefore, can 
boast of a longer term of service than any American editor 
save Mr. Bryant, who has been editorially connected with 
The New York Evening Post since 1826. But the Philadel- 
phia editors were actual as wellas nominal managers of 
their magazine up to the ciose of 1877, while Mr. Bryant 
has of late done little personal work in his newspaper office. 
Mrs. Hale is in her ninetieth year, but her reminiscences are 
written in clear and vigorous English. Asher recollections 
of our literature extend farther back than those of any liv- 
ing author, we wish she could still find strength to prepare 
them for the press, by dictation to an amanuensis. No kind 
of literature is more popular at present than personal 
reminiscences. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests ef our readers will guide us in making further notice. ] 


Tue SILVBE QUESTION; papers read before the American Secial Science 


Association, at Suratoga, Sept. 5, 1877. By B. F. Nourse and Professor 
W. Stanley Jevons. 5vo, paper, pp. 32. Boston: Published by the 
Association, 

FaBLEs. By G. Washington sep. MMustrated by F.S. Church. Sq. 


16mo pauper,pp. 62. New York: Published at The Worid Office. 

Price, 60 cents. 

THe TEN COMMANDMENTS AND THIRTEEN CREEDS: 
Principles of the Jewish Religion. 
L. H. Frank. 


or, The Chief 
18mo, cloth, pp. 36. New York: 


Tur ASSEMBLY OF THE NortHwest. Compiled by the Rev. J. B. 
Albrook, A.M. 1smo, cloth, pp. xxxii, 138, Chicago: Fairbanks 
& Go. 


THE ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL OF PHRENOLOGY, and Health Almanac for 
1875. Svo, paper, pp. 40. New York: 8S. R. Wells & Co. Price, 10 
cents. 


MaNvAL OF THE First CONGREGATIONAL CwURCH, NATICK, Mass 
Boston: Printed by Thomas Todd. 


Tur Hoty CuripHoop. Tlustrated. 16mo, cloth, pp. viii, 284. New 
York: Pott, Young & Co, 


16mo, paper, pp. 132. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. | 
| 


A correct statement of the circulauon of | 
The Sunday School Times is given each | 
week. The regular edition this week is | 
96,800 copies. In addition to this, a special 
edition of 2,200 copies has been printed, 
Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, 

Tue Lazor or Love is commended by | 
all who desire only a simple gospel sheet | 
circulated in their Sunday-schools, Illus- 
trated superbly, and printed on tinted paper. 
Edwin A. Wilson, publisher, Springfield, 
Ill. Specimen copy free. 


Faira LATIMER gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls ear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price | 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 





SPECIAL NOTCES., 





CHURCHES about building or refurnishing their 
Sunday-school rooms, would do well to write to C. F. 

Hill, Hazleton, Pa,, for information and description of | 
best library case in the United States. | 


SaraToGa Sprines.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has nosuperior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of 
nervous, lung, female, and other diseases. Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular. 


PIANOS Retail price $750 only $235 ; $650, $175. 
PERINVO Organs, 16 stops, $120; 13, $96; 12, $85. 
ORGANS 9, $65; 2, $45—brand new, warranted 15. 
VRUAISS days’ test trial, Other bargains 24-pp. 
Ullustrated Newspaper all about Fienio-Orenm war, 
ree. DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 








Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 













CAXTON’S 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN RESSES, Seif- 


Inking, from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $450 Press. Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 





Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches”? will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
coughing, and gives im- 
mediate relief in Bron- 
echitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza2, Hoarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Gron- 
chial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
bnown and used nearly all over the world. 


EDUCATIONAL. 








Thorough Preparation for Business / 


Bl pavant & STRATTIONLS 
BUSINESS COLLEGE 


And Telegraphic Institute, 
108 S. Tenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Increased facilities. Te egraphic Dept. in charge 


of the Manager and £lectrican of the 
Atlantic and Pacisic Telegraph Co, For 
Ris particulars, call or send for free 
8 illustrated circular. J. E.Souue, Pres. 








NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 


ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 


_1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Next term opens February 4. A sixty-page cata- 
logue with full particulars, sent on application. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., President. 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadeiphia 
Best advantages for a thorough education. Fo) 


circulars, address 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802, A Sea- 
side School for both &exes. On direct route from 

New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R.1 
INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 

guages, Painting, and Music. 

REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 


The Youth’s Temperance Banner. 

The National Temperance Society and Publication 
House publish a beautifully illustrated Monthly 
Paper, especially adapted to chil¢ren and youth, 
and Sunday School and Juvenile Temperance Or- 
ganizations, Each number conteins several choice 
engravings, a piece of music, and a great variety of 
articles from the pens of the best writers for chil- 
dren in America. It should be placed in the hands 
of every child in the land. Terms—in advance—in- 
cluding postage, 





Single Copies, one year___..-.--______. $0 85 

Fight Cx pies to one address,_...__.__. 168 

. J - ee 6 75 

GS LN 13 00 
Address 


J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade Street, New York. 


hand for reference, should use a binder. 


| leather, per doz, $1.80. 


USE A BINDER. 


ee 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Times in good condition, and have them at 


| expressly for The Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. 


We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain 
binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 


Address, 








Now Ready. 


NOTE THE SIZE, 40 x 6O INCHES, 


INTERNATIONAL S. S. WALL MAP. 


Old Testament. Palestine. 


LARGEST, CHEAPEST, AND BEST FOR THE PRICE. 


Designed to illustrate the International S. 8. Lessons. 





This Map has been carefully prepared, the best works consulted on the subject, and all places mentioned | 


in the Old Testament 
length of rivers, etc. 


are shown. 
Large bold type. 


Any edition sent by mail upon receipt of price, pre-paid. 


No. 3. On fine white muslin. Countries colored 
No. 4. 
No. 5. 

DONT FAIL TO ORDER THE INTERNATIONAL 


Where doubt exists as to location it is so designated. 
Easily read across an ordinary school-room., 


On white paper, mounted on muslin and varnished. Countries colored, 3 00 
Same as No. 4 with Patent Spring Rollers......................-..cccee _4500 


Table of distances, 


Te ee ee eee $200 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MAP. 


M. A. COUDY, Publisher, 2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS GLASS AND GUIDE BOOK. 


BEST AND CHEAP AS ANY. 


THE 





Containing wholesome suggestions and practical hints, designed to aid Sabbath school teachers mn their work. 
Compiled from the best works on Sabbath school teachiug, besides the usuai spaces for marking attendance, 


lessons, ete. 


It tells the teacher in a nutshell what to do and many things what not to do. 


One-year edition (15 months), per doz.,75 cts. Three-year edition, muslin, per doz., $1.50, Three-year edition, 


yes IL. PEN AND HOLDER. Writes with water in letters of gold, silver, violet, blue, black’ 
Samples by mail, 15e.; one dozen by mail, 75c. 
Water Pens, any Color desired, one dozen by mail, 25c, - 


carmine, yellow, green, ete. No ink required. 


Sent by mail, pre-paid, upon receipt of price. 


M. A. COUDY, Publisher, 2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Magic 


; per gross, reduced rates: two samples by mail, l0c 


The Cornetto, the now Italian musical instrument; most wonderful and amusing invention. Samples by mail’ 


9c. 


aE 


‘ihe National Temperance Advocate. 


Published monthly, by the National Temperance 
Society, containing Arguments, Statistics. and Tem- 
perance Tales, by some cf the ablest writers in the 
world, and giving a condensed history of the Cause 
everywhere. Important and indispensable to every 
earnest worker in every Society and Organization in 
the land. January Number commences the new vol- 
ume, Only $1.10 per year, in advance, inc uding post- 
age New is the time to subscribe. Address J. N. 
STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 58 Reade St., New York. 


cheapest youth's paper in the worid, 


THE HOME& COMPANION. 
75.000 homes welcome it. Wewant Agents every- 
where. S®LENDID PREM!#U MS for Clubs, in- 
cluding Organs and Gold Watches. Address THE 
HOME COMPANION, 14 Bolivar St., Cleveland, O. 


PULPIT PAINTINGS. 


For Illustrated Sermons or other Meetings 


Rev. E. M. Long, for 20 years has heen preaching and 
developing the plan of I[lustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 States of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of cost, 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, &c., sent for 
10cents. Photographs of Paintings also sent. Effec- 
tive in holding eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also tor his 
“Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors:’ 
Illustrated Stationery for Religious Correspondence 
and Iliustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Superin- 
tendents, &c., to send to children, filled with children’s 
heart experiences. 


BOYS AND GIRLS, Parents, 


Everybody send for samples and 
terms of the brightest, best, and 












BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES. 


MAGICEAN ENS 


Illus. Catalogues & Lectures. 3 Books, Zoc. 
Crrcutars Free. Outfits WANTED. 
MAGIC MUSICAL CABINET. { THEO. J. HARBACH, 





Everyone a Musician, 809 Filbert St., Philad’a, Pa. 


WAGIG MUSICAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Musical Invention 
of the Age! 


THIS NEW AND *® ONDERFUL INSTRUMENP, 
enubles any one to play any desired meledy, sacred or 
secular, child can manipulate, execution is faultless, 
strict in melody, harmony, ete., suitable for Sunday- 
schools, Societies, Lodges, Home use, ete. In fact, 
wherever good music is required, Please send for 
descriptive circular. 
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Fifty pages—300 Illustrations, with Descriptions of 
thousands of the best Fiowers and Vegetables in the 
world, and the way to grow them—all for a Two-Cent 
postage stamp. Printed in German and English. 

Wick’s Flower and Vegetable Garden, 50 
cents in paper covers; in elegant cloth covers, $1.00, 

Vieck’s Illustrated Monthly Magazine. °2 
pages, fine illustrations, and Colored Plate in every 
number. Price, $1.25 a year; Five copies for $5.00, 

Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 





\ 5 nice perforated mottoes for fancy work 
GIRLS 10 cts. J. W. Russell, Newton, Maas. , 





25 ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
2) 10c., postpaid. J.B, HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y. 








Agents wanted, Latest novelties. Catalogue free. 


EMPIRE NOVELTY CO,, 309 Bre yakway, New York’ 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
_THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY pub- 
Jishes 80 volumes from the pens of first-ciass writers, 
suitable for Sunday-school libraries. No story pub- 
lished unless unanimous y approved by the Publica- 
tion Committee oftwe ve members, representing differ- 
ent denominations of the church. The following are 
among the latest of these publications: 


The Curse of Mill Valley............. é viaaene 
Kipley Parsonage 
Gs can casvcaens . 

The Brewer's Fortune 
Our Coffee Room 


Esther Maxwel(’s Mistake 
Norman Brill’s Life Work 
The Brook and the Tide Turning 
Pau! Brewster and Son 

Barford Mi.ls........... 
DT ME oo oe 5. dice cecncces sn 
Hopedale Tavern............ 


et ett a ft td ft 


| for Little Children. By Mrs. 


PUBLICATIONS. 





Any 8S. S. Superintendent desiring to examine 
PANSY’S NEW LESSON BOOK FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS, 

Who will send his address to 
D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON, 
Will receive a copy by return mail. 


“NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS, Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘text Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymnal 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address. J. H, BUF. 
FORD'S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass, 





HROUGH THE EYE TO THE 
HEART 3; or, Eye Teaching in the Sun- 
day-School. Revised edition, with illustrations. 
By Rev. W. F. Crafts. 12mo. 50 cents. Cloth, 
$1 00. 
PEN LETTERS TO PRIMARY 
TEACHERS. With Hints for Inter- 
mediate Class Teachers, with an Appendix con- 
taining Specimen Lessons and Concert Exercises 
W. F. Cratts. 
12mo. Paper, 50 cents. 12mo. Cloth, $1 00 
The popularity of Mr. and Mrs. Crafts’s books 
has induaet us to put them up in a cheap form 
We now offer them at a price that all may have 


Address NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, N. Y. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


The Paragon of Holiday Books for Musical People. 


“The Great Tone Posts,” 


BEING SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE 
GREAT COMPOSERS. 
BY F. CROWEST. 

A valuable, convenient and beautiful work for 
musical readers; a perfect compendium of infor- 
mation concerning the mst eminent musicians 
and their works, he volume contains inspiring 
stretches of the following composers and their 
works: 

BACH, HANDEL, GLUCK, HAYDN, MOZART, 
BEETH't*VEN, WEBER, ROSSINI, SCHUBERT, 

MENDELSSOHN and 8SHUMANN. 

Nothing cou'd be of greater service to the musi- 

cal student than this elegant work. 
Bound in Cloth, $1.50. 
Sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Published by 


JOHN CHURCH & CoO., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
And 805 Broadway, NEW YORK 


Brainard’ Musical World 


FOR JANUARY, 1878. 


| them. 











A Piece of Silver.........- ‘ 
EE A batn cats Cacus6s iscécs< 





A Strange Sea Story . arate ; F 

Mr. Mackenzie’s Answer 12 
ke | rr - 1% 
History of Two Lives___. - & 
Fanny Percy’s Knight-Errant 100 
The Wife’s Engagement Ring. - 1% 
MEN SANUED Goons ce vctccec coeds 1B 
A More Excellent Way 100 
yo Py epee are 5 
The Best Fellow in the World_____- 12 


7 eee ‘ 
The Little Girl in Black_.. 90 
At Lion’s Mouth--. aie 

Time will Tell... 
4 dopted ........ 
The Fire Fighte 







a 4 Kesbee em 
Eva’s Engagement Ring................ 90 
Packington Parish........ J 1 25 
The Jeweled Serpent--- Lee 1 00 
The Hole in the Bag................ - 100 
The Glass Cable_......... 12 
Nothing to Drink__...-.- gkense 1 50 
Fred’s Hard Fight......-...-. 1 25 


John Bentley's Mistake__- ites onnn Scossece cr tiee aT) 
Work and Reward..........-- 


5O 
The Dumb Traitor............. 1 3 
RO, 60 
TB ea 12 
The White Rose. ...........---- 13 


UN BENNO BUSING 5 oan ses co ccc dck docu nenene oe 60 
SOLD BY ALL BOOK SELLERS, 
The Society also publish 550 varieties of publications 
upon every phase of the temperance question. Send 
for a catalogue. Address, 


J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade St., New York. 


A Great Ofer for Holidays ' 


We willduring these hard times and 
the holidays dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offeregi. Waters? 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 





7 I-3-octave, $1503 Organs, 2 stops, 


stops, $703 LO stops, $85; 
$90; in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 


WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, New 
York. 


OOK H-*EAR.—Ear Muffs, 25c.; Men's lined 
Kid Gloves, €Ce.; 1 Button White or Light col- 
ors, Kid Gloves, sviled. 30c. by mail, from 


_ J.D. CARLISLE, Pitisburgh, Pa. 


Rev. Irving A. Searies, Paw 
PULPIT HELPS Bey. frrint§ Seaton, Paw 














warranted for five years. Ill Catae | 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, 7-octave, $140; 


$48; 4 stops, $535 7 stops, $653 8 | 
12 stops, | 


Fe wy paper, send to D. R. NIVER, Albany, 
. ue | 


$1.50 per annum. 15 cents per number 
Each number contains 36 pages of choice new music 
| and reading matter. The January number begins the 
| fifteenth yearly volume and contains: 
COLLEEN AVARRA, 
| An exquisite new song and chorus by Max Vernor. 
Se Is for 35) cents. 
| SWEET DREAMER. 
| Beautiful song by Arthur S, Sullivan. 
, gem. Sells for 40 cents. 
| ‘LY AWAY GALOP. 
By Charles Kinkel, Easy and pleasing. 
| 


30 cents, 
PHANTOM FOOTSTEPS, 

Henry C. Work’s charming melody easily arranged 
| for piano. Sells for 20 cents. 
| SONG OF THE ANGELS. 

By Gustave Lange. An elegant piano piece, 
for 50 cents. 

But all this choice music is included in the Musical 
World for January which sells for Only 15 cents, 
Sold by most newsdealers, or mailed, on receipt of 
price, by the publishers. 

For Fifty Cents we wil) send the Musical World 
four months On Trial, or for $1.50 it will be sent one 
year post paid, together with our premium book of 216 
pages, ‘‘ Musica! Hints,” by Karl Merz. 

Bay We desire an active agent in every town to 
whom we offer liberal terms. 

nay The trade supplied by the American News Co., 
New York, or Western News Co., Chicago. 

aay” Catalogues of sheet music and music books sent 


free, 
Ss. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, O. 


THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 50, $3. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave, N.Y. 


A perfect 


Sells for 


Sells 








F Keeps out Cold, Wind & Dust. S RATTLING, - 
BROWNES No Mouldings. No Waste. oan OAN APPLY 
SMa SieLeaeiT. Costs less than one-halfof any other kind, and 
WEATHE @isbetter. Sample package 25 feet 75 cts., post paid. 

UST Best selling article for canvassers. 
& DU FLEXIBLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 
TRIP. P.O. Box 2945. 17 Dey St., New York. 










4 Flowered, Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask. 
etc Cards, no two alike, vour name neatly 
printed on all, only 0c. STAR CO.. Northford, Ct. 








9 Snowflake, Floral, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 
#=/ ing Glory, Eastlake, Scotch, ete.. Cards, no two 
alike, with name, l0c. Eagle Card Co., Northford, Ct. 





25 Extra 


9 NEW YEAR CARDS, with name, 20c. 
Geo. I. Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y, 


Mixed, 10c, 


\ TANTED. Every reader of 8. S. Times to send !0e, 
for the cheapest paper in the land * months on 
trial. Address** World,” 20 Lincolu Street, Boston, Mass, 


| FoR the Sunday School World and Leaves, send to 
| _D. RNIVER, Albany. N.Y. 


NN. 





4 EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name. 
£U 10 cts.. post-paid. L. JON KS & CO. Nasaan, N. ¥ 


2! 


R the Presb 
D. R. NIV 





Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
with name in gold, 20c, Hull & Co.,Hudson, N.Y 





rian at Work and Leaves, send to 
. NIVE R, Albany, N. ae 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « = + $2.15 each. 
“ 15te2d “* ove BOO © 
20 Copies and upwards, - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of | 
a year at yearly rates. 





| 
} 





PUBLICATIONS. 


AGENTS WANTED. 





New Publications. 


| LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. 

D. O. Mears. With two steel rtraits of Dr. Kirk, 

and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 

can Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo.* Cloth, $3. 

This book will bave a larger reading than that of 
admiring friends. Dr. Kirk made his impress on the 
age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
| lands will avail themselves of this opportunity to know 
more intimately one who did so much for his fellow- 
men,... Especially should it be found in all our Sab- | 
bath School Libraries.—Cambridge Press. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. By 8. M. Campbell, 

D.D. Illustrated. 12mo. Cloth, $1.7: 

From Rev. Dr. J. M. Manning, Old South Ch., Bos: | 
ton: “ Having taken it up, I kept to it till the whole 
was read. It oughtto find multitudes of purchasers.” 
SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. By Alice Parkman, 

Illustrated by “Champ.” In envelope, 75 cents, 
boards, $1.25. 


*,* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 


popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor- | 


oe illustrations in silhouette and otherwise. Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. 


Additions may be made at any time to aclub, at | ALT. AROUND A PALETTE. Children’s Art Series, 


the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subseribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions vo expire at the same time with 
the club as oftinally ordered. Thenew subscribers 
ay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 


to 
dubse sribers asking to have the direction of a paper | 


changed shou!d be careful to name not only the post- 


i 


office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to | 


which 1t has been sent, 
both county and state. 
Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, wiil please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 
Subscribers wishing to introduce Tur Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to pose my superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ts price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superwntendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 
In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
aid for Tux Sunpay Scuoon Times, as given on the 
ellow address label on Tue Times, 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, = = § .60 
100 one year, - . 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THK SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


All addresses should include 





100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
10 one year, . =" 25.00 
Less than 100_copi at s rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make B pace’ for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday Se hool ‘Times, one year, ~ 9 shillings, 
The po eb pb Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, 1s. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
oo OBE CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE ! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 











THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


K 


Westminster Question Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


TO REDUCE THE PRICE 
FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 
At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878. 
NOW READY. 
THE CONCERT EXERCISE 


FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100.......................§3.00. 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNUT S ST. Philadelphia 
WM. N. ATTW oop & SON, 
Noirniahi , 
Furnishing Undertakers 
1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A, 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 


Notiee. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
Nightor Day. W. James ATTWOOD. 


FORA Our New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 
25 eet Catalogue we send everybody Free. 


PENCIL 











| all parts of the United Sta 


By Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney. Overa hundred illus- 
trations and striking ‘cover designs, by “ Champ,” 
Small 4to. Cloth. $1.50, 


THE CEDARS. More or Child Life. By Ellis Gray. 


Vol. IL. of the Long Ago Series. Illustrated. 
16mo. Cloth, $1.25. | 
ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. 8. S. Robbins, | 


author of the“ 
16mo. Cloth, $1.2 
*A young girl's story of a winter in Florida. 
RE “AL BOYS AND GIRLS. By Mary C. Bartlett. 
Illustrated. lémo. Cloth. §1. 


At all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on receipt ot 
| price, by the Publishers. 


wi in and Wear Series.” Illustrated. 








To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 


for catalogue, R. Morris, Chicago, il 
AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
ei 50. non GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
cinna 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside | 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly ont Monthly. Larg- | 
|eat Paper in the World, with Mammoth 
| Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. © VICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 


ae BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! -&e 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “Wrote Anether Book” and It is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 

Send for Territorv. Circulars, etc., at once. Address 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford ee 
Cinctunal, Ohie.; Chicago, nl + Newark. N 














PRICES — 


Sirens eae | & “HAMLIN 


JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


VISIONS UF 


For the Life on Earth. 

















ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 


BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of ; having merited and received 


“ PARADISE,” e 


Pa by that has read “Paradise” will be wise 
ase this, a companion book. 


1lémo. PRICE, $1.50, 


The Book for the Holidays. 


TE SUNBEAM BOOK. 


Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 
Smal! quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 























| FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp. PRICE, $1.50. 


Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Suswisss Superintendent, 
1884 OHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


NEWEST AND BEST 
MUSIC BOOKS. 


NEW CENTURY. 


By H.S. PERKINS. 75 cts. per copy. $6 per doz. 

Is the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, etc., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 
tets, Songs, Hymns, Tunes, Chants, Anthems, and 
vocal music of all kinds, ‘and valuable lessons in 
voice culture. 


GETZE’S NEW METHOD 


For the Piano Forte, 
isa bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 
the most attractive and delightful manner; among 
much other new matter is a very valuable treatise 
on accompanying, and a number of very beauutu 
songs, Thousands of copies sold, Price, $2.75. 


“ARMOR BEARER, 
By Rev. FE. P. HAMMOND and W. W. BENTLEY, 
Is the best book for Praise, ig So Gospel, Camp, 
and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 
hundred of the best Hymns and Music by the most 
el composers, 35 cts. per copy. $80 per hun- 


CHURCH WELCOME. 


The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, 
Anthems, etc.. for all denominations. Also contains 
a fine collection of Glees, Part Songs, ete. Reduced 

rice, L', per dozen. 400 pages. Is meeting with a 


Tibiinked by WM. A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway 
Branch Store, 39 Union Square, N. Y. 


AT A COST OF ONE CENT. 


Send the request on a postal card, and we will at 














once forward post-paid, a specimen package of ail 
popular S. S. Papers 





issued (Teachers’ Magazines 





also if desired) from which to make up order for ’78. 





Will aiso enclose gratis our new classified refer- 





ence Catalogue of Sunday School Literature and 





helps. This will be found quite helpful and sugges- 





tive to officers and teachers. 





We are now a et thousands Of schools in 





os and Canadas. 








1° THR PICK CRONEGH & CO.. 201 Market St.. Phila. Pa Address F H. REVELL, Sunday School Emporium, 
— —_— 148 & 150 Madison St., Chicano 
YOR The Sunday School Times, Seholers ete | Sees ei eee ar 2 
terly and W Leaves, send to D. R. N 


act 
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Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 
NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 

vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON ; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Umbrellas <> and Canes, 


Manufactory, 634 Arch Street, Phila., 
Three doors below Seventh. 

Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, Zanil- 
la, and Scotch Gingham Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, 
WwW ee Amber, and Natural Handles, Silk Umbrellas, 
: 3.50, $5.00, and upwards. Extra Twilled 

ik’ Ginteating, $6.00, $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, and upwards. 
Gold, Ivory, Silver, Horn, and Natural Wood Canes. 
UMBRELLAS REPAIRED AND COVERED. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
eut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, Mould- 
ieee. ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
gs 








Please send for estimates. 
E. . P. WATLING. 106 WAL L s STREET. New York. 





R. WARNER 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With sg napeste and self-adjust- 
ing pad nequaled for beauty. 
style, and comfort. Approved by all 
i physicians. For sate by leading mer- 
i chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
4% In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
are, Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 


IF COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
trial, and pay —— both ways if returned. Uy pP- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, X. J. 


GROLL SAWS, 


DESIGNS, TOOLS R&C. 


LARGE ASSBA IMENT NEwWear Page HLL JSTRATED | [ST FREE 
G WEBSTER PECK. Manur's Acent 
~~ HO- CHAMBERS ST._N.Y. 

















HAWKES GOLD QUILL 
PEN Send stamp for cir- 
eculars. Pens repaired, bic 





LAGS SIXES CARDS, with name, 13¢. 40 
35 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c, 
yee mph We DOWD) &CO., Rriatol, Conn. 





j 35 Fenaw Cards “nowflake, Damask, eic., no 2 alike 


with name, l0c, Nassau ‘Card Co... Nassan N. ¥. 





| 





WORTH REPEATING. 


WISHING FOR THE DAY. 


[By C. P., in The Christian.] 


In the horror of great darkness, 
In the starless midnight gloom, 
"Mid the shrieking of the tempest, 
’Mid the hissing of the foam; 
When the sons of men are quailing, 
When the strongest faith is failing, 
Sailor! cast an anchor, 
Wishing | for the day. 


When the chilly sea-fog curtain 
Gathers close with stealthy tread, 
While weird voices strangely whisper, 
“ Breakers, breakers close ahead |” 
In the agony of keeping 
The stern watch that knows no sleeping, 
Sailor! cast an anchor, 
Wishing for the day. 


When a more than midnight darkness 
Hangs its heavy pall of clouds, 
When a worse than ocean tempest 
Rattles through the shivering shrouds, 
When the life-blood is congealing, 
When the heart and brain are reeling, 
Christian! cast an anchor, 
Wishing for the day. 


When the icy hand of sorrow 
Lays its grasp upon thy heart, 
And the very thought of thinking 
Makes thine inmost being start, 
When the pulse of hope is tailing, 
When the fos t faint star is paling, 
Christian ! cast an anchor, 
Wishing for the day. 


When the one who's gone before thee, 
In the bitter thorny road, 
Bids thee trace the bleeding foot-prints 
Of the wounded Son of God !— 
When the willing spirit chooses, 
And the writhing flesh retuses, 
Christian ! cast an anchor, 
Wishing for the day. 


When the corn of wheat is dying, 
In its dark forgotten tomb 
And the glowing golden harvest, 
Searcely glimmers through the gloom ; 
When the hand that sows 1s weary, 
And the barren land looks dreary, 
Christian! cast an anchor, 
Wishing for the day. 


When the sound of coming judgment, 
Falls on many a startled ear, 
And a voice is on the mountains, 
Lo! the Bridegroom draweth near! 
When earth’s bravest sons are quaking, 
And the world’s foundations shaking, 
Christian! ride at anchor, 
Tis the break of day. 


A CHINESE BOY 
TO SCHOOL. 

{From the “;.\. /fiaoee to the 

A Chinese home 1s not a hot-bed for the 
development of mind. Nature is left to 
take her own time, and the child vegetates 
until he compietes his seventh or eighth 
year, The almanac is then consulted, and 
a lucky day chosen for inducting the lad 
into a life of study. Clad in festal robe, 
with tasselled cap, and looking a mandarin 
in small, he sets out for the village school, 
his face beaming with the happy, assurance 
that all the stars are shedding kindly influ- 
ence, and his friends predicting that he 
will end his career in the Imperial Acad- 
emy. On entering the room he performs 
two acts of worship: the first is to pros- 
trate himself before a picture of the Great 
Sage, who is venerated as the fountain of 
wisdem, but is not supposed to exercise 
over his votaries anything like a tutelar 
supervision. The second is to salute with 
the same forms, and almost equal rever- 
ence, the teacher who is to guide his inex- 
perienced feet in the pathway to knowl- 
edge. Inno country is the office of teacher 
more revered. Not only is the living 
instructor saluted with farms of profoundest 
respect, but the very name of teacher, 
taken in the abstract, is an object of almost 
idolatrous homage. On certain occasions 
it is inscribed on a tablet in connection with 
the characters for heaven, earth, prince, 
and parents, as one of the five chief objects 
of veneration, and worshiped with solemn 
rites. This isa relic of the primitive period, 
when books were few and the student 
dependent for everything on the oral teach- 
ing of his sapient master. 


HOW GOES 





ST. PATRICK A PROTESTANT. 


[By Prof. George P. Fisher, in Sunday Afternoon. ] 


That the Apostle of Ireland, whom all 
Roman Catholic Irishmen revere as the 
atron saint of their country, should not 
ave been born in Ireland, and should not 
have been a Roman Catholic,is singular. 
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Yet euch is the undeniable historical fact. 
A Celt, indeed, yet a native of Scotland, 
was the prime agent in planting the goepel 
in Ireland. A man who did not acknowl- 
edge the rule of the Pope is the hero and 
eaint of a people surpassed by none in zeal- 
ous loyalty to the Roman See. When the 
other peoples of Western Christendom had 
owned the supremacy of the Bishop of 
Rome, Ireland, alone, tor centuries kept up 
its ecclesiastical autonomy. But the Irish, 
if slow of coming into the fold, have since 
made up for it by their abonnding devotion 
to the papacy. Of all Roman Catholic 
nations, the Irish are the most unreserved 
and eager in their obedience to the Pope. 
Yet, should the Irish ever abandon their 
unreasoning adherence to their traditional 
faith, and substitute the light of inquiry for 
sentiment and passion, and should they 
come to embrace the cardinal principles of 
the Protestant Evangelical system, they 
will be able to recur with special satisfac- 
tion to the earlier ages of the Irish Church. 
They will then have a not less cordial, 
though it be a more intelligent, apprecia- 
tion of the merits of St. Patrick. The 
mythical haze in which he is now enveloped, 
will, to be sure, disappear: but his real 
excellence, and the glory of his work as 
the Apostle of Ireland, will remain. 





WHAT CHRISTIANITY HAS 
DONE. 


[By the Rev. George B. Newcomb, in The (Hartford) 
Religious Herald.] 


The common-school system took its rise 
from the Christian desire that no eye might 
miss the light shed by the pages of the 
gospel. And artificial institutions and class 
privileges grow obsolete and impossible in 
the mellow influence of the broad human- 
ity which has been radiating so long and so 
tenderly from the word and cross of Jesus. 
The Declaration of Independence was the 
national utterance of a generation saturated 
with the spirit of the Bible. The deep, per 
vasive leavening effect of the gospei 1s a 
power behind thethrone, in modern history 
Gervinus says in his famous “ Introduction 
to the History of the Nineteenth Century,” 
“Those races who alone carried through tl e 
Reformation have also, with the hierarchia! 
religion, laid aside the habits of the Middie 
Ages.” All that has gone into the museums 
of medi val curiosity, the thumb-screws and 
other institutions of torture, the clumsy 
inconveniences of a half-frozen and half-fed 
mode of existence, the grim relics and 
reminders of ignorance and untold misery 
and oppression, tell us of the unmeasured 
value of the gifts which in the movement 
of history Christianity has brought to the 
race, and which is so large measure we 
enjoy. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE 
PAPAL POWER. 
{By the Rev. James Walker, in The Family Treasury. } 


One thing that greatly helped the devel- 
opment of the papacy, was the untrequent 
residence of the emperors at Rome after the 
conversion of the empire and the building 
of Constantinople. At one time it is said 
that during a hundred years the capital had 
only once been honored with his presence. 
The result of this was a freedom and inde- 
pendence on the part of the Roman bishop, 
the one patriarch of the West, which he was 
alwavs ready to assert and make the most 
of. It was perhaps helpful to the Bishop of 
Rome, too, in this matter, that the great 
old Roman families, retained long the relig- 
ion of their fathers; and being, as it were, 
out of caste, in an empire now Christian, 
they could act but little as a check on his 
ambitions, so that he had the field very 
much to himself. Very different wes the 
state of matters at Constantinople. It was 
seldom without an imperial presence. The 
cathedral there was overshadowed by the 
palace. And if we have the extreme of 
haughty independence on the banks of the 
Tiber, we have the opposite extreme of | 
miserable subserviency on the shores of the | 
Bosphorus. The example of Constantine | 
was improved on by his successors till 1t | 
became a gross and demoralizing tyranny, | 
in which the patriarch, notwithstanding his 
lofty claims and titles, became little better 
than the tool of the court, and the Church, 
through him, a sort of corpus vile for court 
caprice to operate on. 


Case’s Bible Atlas 


Maps, with 
5 lanato Yotes,and Index. Designed to aid 
aay Schoo! Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 





ice $1.00. Sent by mail on of price. 
AGENTS WANTED in every Townshi Litherai 
Terms gwen, Address O. D. Cass & Co., Comm 


COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin’s Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 
HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 

DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 
it is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 
it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. Send 
at once. 











< 


No. 160.—Front View. No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocis, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 


+ Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE. 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 
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Best and Cheapest Published. 
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FAWLEY; satel 


kK. W.- 
at Work Publishing Co. 





Christian 





A Monthly for Learnersin PRINTING, 
SCROLL SAWING, Sorrento Work, En- 
graving and Carving in Wood, and other 
RTS usefuland decorative arts. By the founder 









SUNT MANTELS: 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and al! 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Steves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 


FREE 7] Cards, jo «a Sl-eclumn per and Dest 
ium list ever offered free with order. 


Young Foiks World, 12 Winter St., ton, Mase. 


of The Little Corporal. One Dellar a year; 
One sample copy free. Premiums for clubs 
Atrnep L. SEWELL, Publisher, Chicage. 





UMPERNATIONAL SL OES. 


Boox wae) 










Useful-Neat-Durable-Cheap. 
Supplies a want felt in every 
School. 40,000in use. Sample fee. 
E. &. Clissold, 188 Madison &t., Chicago. 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


9 feet by 6 feet and 15 feet high, with 16 Registers: and 
__.235 Pipes, incuding a Sub-Bass of 27 Netes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Oase, having front pipes, 
all speaking and richly decorated, can be farnished 
by us for $750. It is one of our new Series ot , 
Church Organs for village churches, comprising 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to $1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Elegance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Action. 


&@ DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 


























No. 75. Two Manuals, 32 Stops. $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 87. Two M ls, 15 Stops 900 
No. 88. Three M ls, 46 Stops. 3,000 
No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops. 600 
No. 91, Two Manuals, 1€ Stops 600 
No. 92. One Manual, 11 Stops. 600 
No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops. 2,000 
Ez. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke's 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of the country. 


CHURCH FURNITURE, 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Fully Warranted, 
ed Catalogue sent Free. 

ir, 102 F. 24 St.. Cincinnati 


MENEELY & K/IMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 


___AarUsiated Cal@locues sent free. 
PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


948 Broadway. New York 


er Clocks. etc 
llustrat 
Vanpcezes & T 














BABY SOAP. 

Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76 
Made of choice materials, and per 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosinson Bros & Co. Boston 


YOR the Leaf Cluster, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany, N. 2 as 
R the Baptist Teacher and Leavesjsend to D. R 
NIVER, Albany, N, Y. 
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FOR INFANT CLASS PUPILS, 
MRS. CRAFTS’ 


Pictorial Primary Lesson Paper 


Walfa dozen pictares in each number by 
FRANK BEARD and other artists, besides * Letter to 
Mamma,” “Golden Text,” “ Lesson Hymn,” * Lesson 
Story,” and questions, 

Only 12 cents a year, 
or $9 00 for 100 copies for a year. 
FOR TEACHERS OF CHILDREN 


Inthe Home, the Iufant Class, and Inter- 


mediate Classes. 


MRS. CRAFTS’ PRIMARY TEACHER'S 


I ILY. Special Contributors :—Mre Kmil 
) peod dtd § Miller, Miss Jenny B. Merril 
Mrs. Virginia F. Kent, Mrs. S. W. Clark, an: 
others. Every number contains editorials, Interna- 
tional Lessons for Primary Classes, also, another set 
for Intermediate Classes, a Temperance Lesson, 
Meditations for Spiritual Life, Kindergarten Arti- 
cle, Sermon to Children, by Rev. W. F. ‘rafts, Talks 





for Weekly Children’s Prayer-Meeting. | 


Hints on The Bible at Home, The Letter Drawer 
Normal Class Exercise, Songs, etc., etc, 
Only 50 cents a year 

in clubs ; single subscriptions, 60 cents, Samples free, 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 46 Madison St., Chicago, Il. 


TO ADVERTISERS! 3222: 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION 0 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS, 160 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it, Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in powspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. AYER & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 














All the Best Makes of SCROLL SAWS 

' 
L ES, with Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools; 
Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Designs 


Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
8 Club, etc., etc. 


At Factory Prices. Cutaloques Free. 

















FIVE oO 


Now jis the time to secure it. Only 2D) = 
LARS for an Acre of the BEST [and in America. 


2,000,000 ACRE 


in Eastern Nebraska now for sale. TEN YEARS’ 
GIVEN; INTEREST ONLY SIX 

CENT. Full information sent free. Ad- 
dress O. F. DAVIS, Land Agent U. P. R. R., 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA. i 


PResthAeROTECTION SATION, 
SECURED ONLY—- By-S— , 
CRANE, BREED&CO sj 


—_ 


METALLIC BURIAL CASE 
CASE ET's 



















INVALID RECLINING 






ROLLING CHAIRS, 


any TEE 










P| | ED 
Sh, Send for 

“aS x: Circular to i 

CHAIR CO., NEW HAVEN, O7, 


REDUCTION IN PRICES OF 
ORGANS AND PIANOS. 


Organs—2 stops, $48: 6 stops, $60; 9 stops, $65; 
Pianos—7 octaves, $175; 74 octaves, $190, All in- 
struments new, and warranted for five 
years. Sent on 5 to 15 days’ test trial, Unprecedented 
offer. Illustrated catalogue and full particulars 
free. Address 

CORNISH & CO., Washington, N. J. 





Fancy Sleeve Buttons, 25¢.; ladies’ Merino 
nirts, 60c.; Pat, Bust Health Corsets, $1.25; Men’s 
Cashmere Mufflers, 50¢., 75c.. $1.00 Helen’s Babies 
Box of Miniature Paperand Envelopes, 25c.; Ladies’ 
Fancy Cuffs and Collars (soiled), 20c. by mail, from 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. _ 


FRBRUARY WIDE AWAKR. A Brilliant Number. 
The Boston School for Deaf Mutes. Jack's First 
Contract. Walt Whitman, with three portraits, Luce- 
let's Anger Storm, Seeing the Pope. ‘True Blue, Chaps, 
3and4. Miss Muslin'’s Valentine. Tllus. Poems, etc, 
Send 20 cts. to D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 


Fir MUFF AND BOA for Miss, $1.00; Men's 
h 


Anderson’s Safety Inkstand.—Don't spill, 
spoil pens, or soil fingers. Over 150,000 sold, Sent 
in exchange for old books, or free on easy condi- 
tions. Send postal card to American Book Exchange, 
55 Beekman bt,, N. Y. 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS, Ten cents per copy: 
Mailed free. Address M. K., Box 58, Kivderhoo 
New Vorr F 





se Primary Teachers’ Monthly and Pictorial 


Primary Lesson Leaves, send to D. R, NIVER, 
Albany, N. Y 


4 MIXED CARDS, with name, for l0c. and 
e 0 stamp. Agent's outfit, 10ce . i 
ATWATER BROS., Forestville, Conn, 


Sacramental Sabbaths. 


th, Blue and Gold, 40 eents per copy. Address 
a Box 83, Kinderhook, New Fo k. 





OK*FANCY'CARDS, with name, 10c,; 50” for [Le. : 
2! )’Piain or Gold, Try us. W. E. Hull & Co., Hud- 
son, Bg. Es 


Elegant Mixed Cards, with name 180. 
5 Agent's outfit, loc, Seavy Bros., Northford,Ct, 


FOR-<1878. 


In arranging its plans for 1878, it has been the afm of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 

ivide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 

in the country for each special department; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns, Announcements are now made as follows: 


PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 


", 2, foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 
of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 


| PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D of the University at Rochester, a member 


; = ; a "™ "9 of the Bible Revision Committee, will con- 
tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 


; ; *? Stili «-~«1,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and -opies, week by week. 


H CLAY TRUMBULL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Tllustra- 


3 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 


Corresponding Editor, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 
| GEORGE A. PELTZ, work, * ing the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography. geography, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as wi, . aid the student to its better understanding. 


ag FAITH LATIMER #9 will supply her admirable expositions of the lesson for the 


benefit of Primary Class teachers, 


who is following in the steps of his disting’sished father 
The REV. W. W. NEWTON, as a preacher to children, is to furnish f*‘ustrations, 
original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 


The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 


? ments on the lessons, week by week. 
OTHER LESSON HELPS The Rey. Messrs. J.C. W, Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 
* Mr. Henry Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 
Hints on the lessons from time to time. Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 
week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 
be furn ished by well-known scholars. 


ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 


9 character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times. 
This is Mrs. Cooke’s first serial story, and it is written for the stimulus and encouragement of 
Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers. 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON, {0 ,vcl! Known for his literary work on The 


9 Independent, and as an editor of “ The History 
of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 
Sunday School Times. 


PROF ISAAC H HALL recently of the Syrian Protestant College at Beyrout, widely 

° aes. 9 known as a learned and accurate scholar in the field of bibli- 
cal research, is to devote himself to the varied departments of The Times and its accompanying 
lesson helps, including the giving of explanatory notes on the Scholars’ Quarterly, and explain- 
ing Orientalisms of the Old Testament lessons. 1 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTION A series of sketches of personal experience in the 

* Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will have a place in The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 











NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS If you will send your name and post-office 

: * address, together with twenty-five cents, to 
the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 10 14 copies a 
year, $2.15each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 3u copies and upwards, a year, $1.63 
each. Address 











THE 





signee yur in all great contests, and for 
—_—— , the past Fifty-Three Years 
meaner : - : ESS the Acknowledged Standard ef the World— 
an being copied not only by the makers of this 
A WM ese ; country, but of Europe—will be offered during 

ys : the present conditions of trade at 


Creatly Reduced 
Prices. 


(aE | | epee A wsaee were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD'S FAIR in LON- 

DON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 1867; at the 
INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in 
PHILADELPHIA, 1576, 





All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


CHICKERING «& SONS, | 


Chickering Hall, W. H. DUTTON & SON, 
Fifth Ave, cor. ISth St., | 1301 Chestnut St., 


New York City. | Philadelphia. 


P.S.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS—given with every Piano. 


CANDY BY MAIL! 


0s every one in the country may have an oppor- 
tunity to try Croft, Wilbur, & Co.’s famous Choco- 





late Caramels, the manufacturers will send them by 








mail to any one desiring them. They are put up in 
one-fourth pound boxes, and will be sent, postage 
paid, for twenty cents a box. By this plan any one can 
receive them in good shape, whether living in Maine, 


Florida, California, or Canada, Address, 





eats 
CROFT. WILBUR, «& CO... 1226 Market St... Philadelphia. Pa. 





JUST THE THING FOR THE BABY! 


The Combined WALKING, ROCKING, RECLIN- 
ING, and Crib BABY-CHAIR, 

Ove of the most useful articles of Furniture ever 
invented. A splendid Holiday present. Special 
terms now offered to purchasers. For illustrated 
Circular and Price List, address ERIE CHAIR CO., 
ERIK, Pa, 








PUBLICATIONS. 





NOW READY. 


NOTES for BIBLE READINGS, 


Edited by S. R. Briggs and J. H. Elliott. 
With introductory chapters by D. W. Whittle, 


BIBLE READINGS : 


* HOW TO PREPARE AND HOW TO GIVE.” 


The Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D.,on “ How to Study 
the Bible.” 

The Rey. James H. Brookes, D.D., on “ How to Study 
the Bible,” and “ The Bible with Christian Workers,” 
i Rev, Stuart Robinson, D.D., on * How to Study 
the Bib'ie.” 
went Rev. J. W. Erdman, on “The Study of the 

ord.” 

The Rev. A. Somerville, on “ The Bible.” 

The Rey. J. H. Vincent, D.D., on * Bible Reading.” 

AND 
OVER 600 BIBLE REA DINGS AND BIBLE 
STUDIES, 

By D. L. Moody, D. W. Whittle, the Rev. James H. 
Brookes, D.D., the Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D., the Rev. 
J. H. Castle, D.D., Henry Moorhouse, R. (?). Morgan, 
Geo, Muller, Miss Macpherson. Mrs. Stephen Menzies, 
the Revs. J, H. Vincent, D.D.,T. W. Handford, John 
Potts, J. A. R. Dickson, W. J. Erdman, Charles M, 
Whittlesey. E. P. Gardiner, Robert Cameron, H. M. 
Parsons, Geo, A. Hall, W. S. Rainsford. B.A., B. F. 
Jacobs, Charles Cullis, M.D., R. R. McBurney, Dr. 
D, W. Munhall, W. Reynolds, J. W. Dean, R. H. Orr, 
H. W. Brown, Col. Burton, and many others; with 
chapters oa 


TaE USE OF THE BIBLE IN THE INQUIRY 
ROOM. 


* Bible Study,” by an English Writer. 

“ Bible Marking,” by the Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D. 
And several other articles, all bearing ou Bible Read- 
ing, Bible Study, Bible Marking, ete. 

The aim has been to collect and prepare such matter 
as would prove suggestive and awaken further study 
and research into the word. 

It is believed that this book, which contains Bible 
Readings by some ofthe ablest Bible Students of this 
age,and many never before published, will prove a 
very valuable aid to Pastors, Sunday-school Teachers, 
Bible Students, and other Christian Workers, and all 
who desire to search the Scriptures, 

Complete alphabetical index. Demv 8vo. 256 pages, 
with 32 additional blank leaves ruled for notes. 
PRICE, PAPER COVERS, 60c.. CLOTH LIMP, 80c.; 

EXTRA CLOTH, $1. 









N. B.—All profits arising from the sale of this b ok 
will be devoted to the Toronto Willard Tract Society’s 
Fuod for Free Distribution. 

Toronto Willard Tract Depository, 
SHAFTESBURY HALL, TORONTO. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

May be had of Willard Tract Devository. Boston, 
New York, Philade phia; F. H. Revell, Madison St., 
Chicago; and J. H. Elliott, Secretary of Y. M.C. A., 
Augusta, Ga. 





JUST PUBLISHED, 


Sunshine of song, 


A bright and sunny collection of New Songs, Ballads 
and Songs with Choruses, and with Piano or Reed 
Organ acc’t. A book quite American in character, 
with our own popular composers, and the class of songs 
that are the greatest favorites. 

Uniform in style, binding and price with the “ World 
of Song,” “Gems of English Song,” and others of the 

Library” series, and costs in Boards, $2.50; Cloth, 
$3.00 Fine Gilt, $4.00. 





THE 


Cluster of Gems. 


This is a valnable collection of pieces of a somewhet 
advanced character as to difficulty, and is suited to the 
tastes of advanced players. There are 239 pages Sheet 
Music size, and the pieces. which average about 5 pag¢ts 
each, are by Leybach, Spindler, Von Bulow, Lichner, 
Rubenstein, Ascher, Oesten, and other celebrities. Uni- 
form in style, price, and binding with the “Sunshine” 
described above, and with the 27 other books of the 
famous “ Library” series. 

In Boards, $2.50 ; Cloth, $3.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00. 

For sale at all the principal music stores. Will also 
be mailed, post free, to any address, for the retail price. 
Change may be sent in postage stamps. 


OLIVER DITSON &CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON 4 CO. J: B. DITSON & CO, 
843 Broadway, 922 Chestnut Street, 
New York. Philadelphia 





JUST ISSUED. 


OLD TESTAMENT 
Wall Map of 
PALESTINE. 


Especially designed to illustrate the International 
Sunday-School Lessons from January 1 to July 1, 187& 
Compiled from the best authorities. Showing every 
place in Palestine mentioned in the Oid Testament 
the location of which is known, With an alphabetical 
reference list and a new and improved method of 
reference by which any place can be readily found. 

Size, 30x 44 inches. Printed on cloth. Handsomely 
colored, PRICE, ONLY $1.50. 

The above sent by mail upon receipt of price. 

Pablished by FAIRBANKS & Co., 
46 Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 








CROW ELL’S 
Sunday-School Librariés 


No.1. 380 Vols. 18mo. $10 00, 
No.2 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50, 
No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our complete 
catalogue. 
T. Y¥. CROWELL. 1744 BROADWAY, NEW YORE, 











FS the International Monthly? and International 
Weekly Lesson Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 





Albany, N. Y. 








